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THE 

GHOST -SEER. 



ON mji j-cturn to Courland in 
the yerfr 17.. fometime about 
the Carnival, I viflted- the Pri 

of ... at Venice. We 

been acquainted in the . ,v 
ferVice,. and we renewed here 
Iptimaey 'which had been ir 
luptedby the reftoration ofpe 
t-tai ^ * 'A. 
>' 



3 THE GHOST.SEER. 

Asl wiftiedtofee thccuriofities of 
this city, and as the Prince was 
waiting only for the arrival of 
remittances to return,*) his native 
country, he eafily prevailed on 
me not to depart before him. We 
agreed not to feparate during the 
time of our refidcnce at Venice, 
and the Prince was fo kind as to 
accomodate me at his lodgings at 
tie-Afkcr. i • ■ 

: firsall revenues of the 
iid not permit him- to 
the dignity of his rank. 
It y<n\<:t incognito. Two 
1, in whom he had entitt 
:f, -comDoffd all his rcti- 
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*iuc. He iTiunned exptncfs how- 
ever, more from inclination than 
economy. He avoided atl kinds of 
^iverfions, and though he was but 
thirty-five years oldj he hadrefift'ed 
the numerous attraftions' bf this 
voluptuous city. To the charms 
of the fair fexhe was wholly indif- 
■fefent. A fettled gravity and a 
profound melancholy were the - 
jprominent features of his charac- 
ter. His pafljons were tranquil, 
biitqbftinate toexcefs. He fonnetl 
his attachments with caution and 
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his own vifionary ideas, he often 
was a ftranger to thf world about 
him. Serflble of the deficiency ^ 
of his own judgment, he was apt 
tp give an upwarraniable prefer- 
ence to the judgment of others. 
Though far Irom being weak, no 
man was^ more liable to be govern- 
ed. Whenconvi(flion,liowever,had 
once entered his mind, he became 
firm and decifivei equally courage- 
ous to combat an acknowledged 
prijiidice, and to die for a nev^'one. 

As he was the third Prince of 
>.is houffj he had no expeftation 
of acquiring the-fovert-ignty. HlP" 
ambidon had never been awaken^ 
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cd; his pafTions had taken another 
"turn. He read much, but without 
difcrimination. As his education 
had been neglcfled, and as he had 
early entered the career of arms, 
his underftanding had never come 
to maturity. Hence the know- 
ledge he afterwards acquired, 
■ferved but to increafe the chaos 
of his ideas, becaufe it was built 
.on an unftable foundation. 

Like the reft of liis family he 
profeffcd the ProtePuuit re!lgIon^ 
■ becaufe he^was born in it. En- 
quiry or inveftjgation he h^d n^ver 
attempted, although at ( 
of his life be had been 
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fiaft. It is neccflary to obfervci. 

that he had never been a frec- 



One evening, as ufual, we were 
walking byourfelvcs, well mafked, 
in the fqiiar'e of St. Mark. It was 
late^and the crowd was difpeirmg. 
The Prince obferved amaflt which 
followed us every where. . This 
nialk was an Arminlan, and walked 
alone. We quickened our fteps, 
and by different turns endeavoured ^^^ 
to lofe hirti. It was in vain, the; 
mafk was always clofe behind uwB^^ 
— " You have no intrigue hcre/J-j^ 
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hope,'* faid the Prince at laft, 
the hufbands of Venice aredan- 

gerous." " I do not know 

a fingle lady;'* was my anfwer. 

— Let us fit down here, and 

fpeak German," faid he, " I 

fancy we are mitVaken foroclier 

fons."* We fat doun upon a 

bench, and expcfled [lie Ar- 

n would have paiJcd by. He 

dircftly up to us, and placed 

If clofc by the Prince: The 

tool* out ht3 waCcii, and 

at the fame timt, addrefled 

us in French : " It is palt 

e. Come, we forget that 

arc waited for z.ttbe Lei 

was 6nly a pretcjicc ti 
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ceive the Arminian. — " Niv '" 
repeated the latter, in a (low and 
expreffive voice, "^ Congratulate 
" yourrelf, my Prince ;" (callinsr 
him by his real name) " he died 
" at nine." In faying this he 
arofe and wentaway. 

Wc looked at each other in a- 
mazemcnc. — — *' Who is dead?" 
faidatlafl: the Prince, after a long 
filence. — " Let us followhim," re- 
plied J; " an'4 a(k f6r tn explana- 
tion." Weiearchedevery cornerof 
the place; the maJk was no mote to A 
be found. We returned to our 
* Hoiel in difappointmcnt. TiieS 
Prince did not fpeak a''\vord to me 
4ll 
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all the way. He walked on ac a 
little diftance by himfclf, and as 
he told me afterwards, the con- 

0i<5t within him was violent. *■ 

Having reached home he began at 
length to fpcak : " It is laugha- . 
•'■ ble/'faid he, " that a madman 
**. fliould have the power of dif- 
" turblng a man's tranquillity by 
" two words." We wiftied each 
other a gaodriightj and when in 
my own apartment, I noted down- 
in my pccket-book,the day and the 
hour when this adventure hap-; 
. jpened. It wason aThutfday. 

. The next evening the PrincC; 
. faid to itic : ." Will you go with. 
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** me to the Square of St..M*rk, 
*' and feck for our myfterious Ar- 
" minian ? I long to fee this co- 
" mcdy unravelted." I conlented. 
"We walked in the place till eleven. 
The Arminian was nowhere t5 be 
fecn. We repeated our walk ihe 
four following nights, and every 
time with thcfaaie fucccfs. 

On the fixth Evening as we weoc 
ttut of [he Hotel, whether dcfign- 
edly or otherwife I cannot recol- 
ka, I told the fervanta where we 
might be found in e&re we fhould. * 
be, afked for; The Prince rc- 
liiarkcd my precaution, amj appro- 
ved of it with a fmlle. We found 
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the place very much crowded.—^ 
Scarcely had we advanced thirty 
fteps, when I perceived the Ar-- 
minian, who was endeavouring ta 
prefs through the crowd, arfd 
feemed to feek for fome perfon. 
We were juft approaching him, 
when Baron F...... one of the 

Prince's retinue,, came up to u$ 
quite breathlefs, and gave th<3 
Prince a letter ; " It is fealed witfj 
" black," faid h^ " we iuppofed 
" from thisy thac if containegl 
" matters of imjtortance." I was 
ftruck as with a thunderbolt. The 
Prince went near a torch 
gan ■ to read. " My t 
". dead-''!" exclaimed h« 
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" Whtn ?" faid I, quickly inter- 
rupting him. He looked again 
into the letter. '■' Laft Thurfday 
*' night St rtine." 

■ We had not recovered from our 
furprize when the Arminian (lood 
before us. " You are known here, 
• my Prince !" faid he. " riaf- 
'* ten to your Hotel. You will 
" find there the Deputies of the 
" Senate. Do not hefitate to ac- 
" cepcclie ikinour they intend to 
" offer ywu. , Baron F. , . forgot 
" to tell you that your remittances 
" are •rivet'.." — He difippeared 
among the crowd. 

' ■ . "VVc 
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We hailened home, and found 
every, thing as the Arminian had 
loici us. Three noblemen of the 
Kepnblic were waiting to pay their 
refpefts to the Prince, and to at- 
tend hrm to the AfTenfibly, where 
the firft nobility of the city were 
ready to receive him. He had 
hardly an opportunity of giving 
mc a hint Co be on the watch. 

About eleven o'clock at riighc- 
he»feturned. On entering ihe 
room he appeared grave and ' 
thoughtful. He took me by the 
hand, and having difmiflfd the 
fervanM,: " Count," faia he, ifi' the. 
vords ofHarnlet: . ' 
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" Tbeie m mve things m bear'n and earth, 
" Thin ue dreamt of in your philofophy." 

" You Icem to forget, my 

*' Prince," replied I, ■" that you 

.*' are going to bed a great deal 

" richer in profpeft." The dc- 

as the hereditary Prince. 

not mention iti" faid the 
" If I fliould even have- 
ed a crown, I am now . 
ich engaged to think of 
trifle. If this Armifcian 
OC merely gueffed by 



ivr can that be, 
?" interrupted I,— 
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'* I refign ail my hopes of roy. 
** alty for a Monk's habit'"— 

I have mentioned this purpofcly 
to (hew how far every arnbirious 
.idea was then diftant from his 
thought. 

The next evening wc wtnt 
' fooner than common to the Square 
of $t. Mark. A fudden (hower of 
rain obliged us to enter a Coffee- 
houfe, where wc found a party en- 
gaged at cards. The Prince took 
his place behind the chair of z 
Spaniard to obfcrve the i 
went into an adjacent ch 
-reSd the newfpaf ers. 1 
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difturbed by a noife in the card- 
room. , Previous to the entrance 
of the Prince, the Spaniard had 
been conftantly lofing, but fincc 
that he had been regularly winr 
ning. The fortuneiof the game 
was reverfed in a ftriking manner; 
and the Bank was in danger of be- 
ing challenged by the 'pointeur, 
who fince this fudden change had 
.become more adventiii-oiis. The 
Venetian who kept the Banit, ad- 
dreffing the Prince in A. very rude 
manne/j toidhim that his prcfencc 
interrupted the fortune of the 
game, and that he ought toquit the 
table. The latter looked ccjoty at 
him, remained ij his place, and 
prefcrved 



Mi 
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"preferved the fame countenance, 
-when the Venetian repeated his 
demand in French. He thought 
the Prince underftood neither 
, French or Italian} and addreffing 
himfelf .with a contempttious fneer 
to the company, faid : *' Pray, 
" Gentlemen, tell me howl muft 
*' make myfelf underftood by this 
" fool." At the fame time he, 
rofe, and prepared to feize the 
Prince by the arm. Patience for- 
ibok the latter. He grafped the, 
Venetian with rfilrong arm_, and 
threw him violentl)i on the^rougd., 
Xhe company rofe up i» confufion. 
At this noife Ihaftily entered the, 
•'roorp, and calling the PrWc by. 
^ ' B * hie 
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his name : " Take ca(-e," faid I 
imprudently; " we are at^Vo- 
" nice." The name of Princt,, 
caufed a. general fitencfr, jwhich* 
ended in a whifpcring that fecmed 
to portend foaiettiing very difa- 
greeable. All the Italians who 
were prefeiit divided into parties,', 
and went afide. One after she' 
bther left the room. We_ fooa 
fbund ourfelves .alonS with thoj 
Spaniard and a few Frenchman. 
*' You are und'^ne, my Prince," 
faid thefe, .'* if yoii do not imme-, 
" diitcly leave tiie town. The» 
" Vctietian whom you have ireat^ 
" ed fo cavalierly, is rich enough- 
*' to hire a Brava. It cofts liim 
*■ buc 



$\ 
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•* but fifty zechins to fend "you 
** out of the world." The Spa- 
niard offered, for the fecuritypf tt^ 
-Prijice, to go fo/ th,e watch, and 
to accompany us hjome. The 
Frenchmen propofed to d,o thefamc- 
We were Jlill (landing .and con- 
fidering what was to be done^ 
wtei> fojne o^ctrs ofthe Inqur- 
fitioe peered the room. They 
ihewed us an ord^r pf Government, 
which. charged ui both tofoUow 
them immediately. We arrived 
L^ider a'ftrong efcort at the canaV 
■where a gondola was waiting foe 
tis. We embarked, and were blind- 
folded before we landed. They 
then led us up a large ftone (iair'- 
B2. cafe 



«H 



ao THE GHOST SEER. 

,cafe, and through a long turniffg 
alley over vaults, as I judged from 
the echoes that rcfoundedJunderouT 
■fecx. At laft we came to another 
flair-cafe, and having dcfcended 
twenty fix fteps, we entered a fpa- 
cious hall, where they took the 
bandage from oufc)*!. -We-found 
-ourfelves m-a circkof ventrablc 
old men, all dreffed in bladk.-Thc \ 

hall was hung round with black, 
and faintlyilluniinated.»,Thedea4 \ 

iilence which reigned in the af- 
ferably.ftruckus withhori'or. Ope ' ; 
nof thcold men, probably the firi!f 

• Jnquifiror, approached the Princ^^ 
.■with an awful countenance, and '' 1 
^faid, at the fame moment (hewing ♦ | 
hitn I 
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him the Venetian, who was juft 
then brought forward; 

" Doyou know this man to be 
-" the fame who offended you at 
«« th« Coffee-houfo ?*' , 

" I. doj" anfwered the Prince. 
•^Then addrefliiig the prifoner: 
*• Is this chefame perfon, whom 
" you neaat to have aflafTmatcd. 
** tfaisni^ht?" 

^. JjJClKprifontr replied : " Yes." 

In the fame inftant the circle 

opened, and we faw with horror 

B 3, the 
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the hfcad of the Venetian immedi- 
ately fevered from his body. '' "'" 

*' Are you concent wJtti this 
** fatisfaftion ?" faid the Inqui- 
fitor. The Prince fainted in the 
■arms of his attendants- " Go,'' 
added the Inquifitor, turning to i 

me with a -terrible voice,' " (Jtt, 
'*' and in future ju^gc Icfs incon- | 

" fiderately of the Jaftice '^ 
" Venice." '' | 

* An unknown fHftnd, it W^flP- .■^ i 
dent, bad' thus faved us fytm in- 
evitable death, by intcrpofing in "^ ^ j 
'our behalf the aftive arm of juf- '•^ ; 
'tice, but who it Was we could not 

•conjcifti^. j 
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'conje£lure. Filled with terror we 
Veached our Hotel. It was af- 
ter midnight. The Chamberfain 

Z , impatiently waited for 

■us at the door. 

■t . 
** You did very well to fend us a 
'" meffage j" faid he to the Prince 
■as he lighted us up. *' The news 

^' which Baron F foon after 

'* brought us refpetfting you, from 
■" the Square of St. Mark, would 
^* othtrwife have given us the 
•^'■greatcft uneafincfs."— 

** I fent you a meflagf ? When f 
^* I know nothing gf it."— 
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** This evening after eighty, 
M you fent us word, that we luutf' 
** not be uneafy, if you ihould 
« come home later than ufual." — 

The Prince looked at me. — 
" Perhaps you have 'taken this 
" precaution without mentioning 



I knew nothing of it. ^. 

*' It muft be fo, however," rf^^ 
plied the Chamberlain, " Gaff 
« here is your repeating watch, ,. 
" which-you fent me as a mark of 
*» autheoiicity ."— - 

The 
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The Prince put his hand to his 
pockec It was empty, and he 
knew the watch to be his own. 

" Who brought it ?" faid he in 
amazement. — 

" An unknown mafk in an Ar- 
" minian drefs, who difappeared 
" immediately ?"— 

Weftbod lookingat eachother. 

" What do you think of this?" 

V ^ faid the Prince, atlaft, after a long 

"filence. " I have a fecret guardian 

i*- " here at Venice." 

The terrifying adventures bf this 

night broiigh: on the Prince a fe- 

V vcre 
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verc .fever, which Confined htm a 
week. Duiing this time ouf Hotel 
was crowded with Venetians and- 
ftrangers, who vifited the Prince 
■fiom a deference to his new- 
]y-difcovercd rank. They vied 
"With each other in offers of their 
fervices, and it was not a little en- 
tertaining for us. toobferve, that 
the laft vifitor fddom failed to 
hint (omt fufpicions derogatory to 
the charaflerof the preceding P115, 
Billets doux and arcana poured 

.'tipon us from all quarters. Eycry' 
oiic endccreured to recommend 
himfelf in his own way. Our ad- 
venture with the Iiiquifition was 
iao more mentioned, The Courc 
" " of 
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^f - - ■ . wilhing the Prince to 
■delay his departure from Venice 
for Jdmfe time, ordefs were fent to 
federal Bankei-s to pay him con" 
"fiderable fums of money. He 
. -was thus, againft his will, enablg^ 
to protraft his refidence in Italy ; 
and, at his requcft, I aljlb refolved 
■to remain "fome time longer. 

As foon as the Ptince had reco*. 
■Vered ftrenglh enough to qoit his 
■chamber, he was advifed by his 
Thyfician to take an airing in a 
gondola upon theBrenta, tft which,/ 
-as the weather was fcrene, he 
^readily corifented. On going in- 
:wi the boit he imfled^hfckc^ <k' 
9 
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i,a.little cheft in which very valiftw 
ble papers were inclofed. We re- 
turned back to fearch for It im- 
mcdiatelj'. Ho very diftindtly re- 
membered that, he had locked the 
■^eft the day before, and he had 
never left the room in the interval-. 
As our endeavours ro findiu pro- 
ved ineffcftua!, we were oblige^ 
to relinquifh the feaich in or- 
der to avot^lidelay. The Prince,.' 
.whofe foul was elevated above 
fufpicion, declared the key to be 
loft, anddefired that it might next ' 
be mentioned any more. 

Our little voyage was exceed- 
ingly agreeable. A pidurefqiie 
'-:■. " country,. 



1 
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/country, which at every winding 
-of the river feemed to increafc in 
-richnefs and beauty ; the ferenity 
xjf the Iky, which formed a May- 

tiay in ihe middie of February! 

the delightful gardens and elegant 

country-feats which adorned the 
^anks of the Brenta ; rhe majcftic 

■city of Venice behind us, with its 
Jofty fpires,- and a grove of mails, 
' riling as it ^ctc out g^the waves;;; 
■all this afforded uithe moft fplen- 

did fpeftacle in the world. Wholly 

abandoned to the enchantment of 
■nature's luxuriant fcencry, our 

minds ihared the hilarity of the 
'day. The Prince himfelf lofl: hrs 
■^wonted gravity, and vied with vz 
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in our fports and diverfions. Oa 
our landing, about two Italian- 
miles from the city, we heard the 
ibund of fptightJy mufic; it came 
from a fmall village, at a little 
dillance from the Brenta, where 
ihete was at that tjiix a fair. As 
■we advanced, we faw it croy/ded 
with corr)pany of every defcriptiou, 
A troop of young girls and boysj. 
iircffed in liieatrical ha,bits, wel- 
4;wned us in a panromimical dapce, 
■The §gufe was entirely new.-— 
"Animation and g^ace afte^dcd 
their. potions. Before; the dance 
.was concluded, the principal acr 
■trels, Wiho reprefented a QueeOj, 
flopped fuddenly as if arretted by 
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an invifible arm, Herfelf and 
thoTe around her were motionlefs. 
The mufic ceafrd. The aflembly 
■was fiient. NoE a breath was to 
be heard. The Qyecn flood with 
her eyes fixed on the ground iq a 
deep ftupefaiftion. On a f*Mlden 
flie ftarted from her reverie, with 
the fury of one infpired, and Jook- 
ihg, wildly around her : " A King 
" is among us !" the exclainncd, 
taking her crown from her. head, 
and Jayingvit -at thejeet ol 
Prince. Every one prefcnt 
iheir eyes upon him, and dc 
ed for a moment whether 1 
was any meaning in this d 
(o much were they dec( 
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fay the imprelTive fcrioufnefs (^ 
the aftrefs. Sileace was at laft' 
broken by a general clapping of 
the hands, as a mark of appro- 
bation. J looked at th- Prince. 
He was not a little difconcerted, 
andTndeavoured to efcapc the in- 
quifitive eyes of the ■ fpeftators. 
He threw money to the players, 
and haftened out of the company. - 

- We had advanced but a few 
fieps, when a venerable Monk 
j?rc[ring through the crowd, (lopped 
the Prince in his way. " My 
" Lord !" faid he, "give the holy 
*= Virgin part of your gold. Yoq 
^' will want her prayers." He 
uttered 
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rtteied tliefe words in a tone of 
' vijice A;<fcich" ftruck us extremely, 
• and difappeared in the throng. 

In the mean time our company 
had increafed. An Englifii Lord, 
whom the Prince Iftd feen befor^ - 
at Nice ; fomc merchants of Leg- 
horn J a German Prebendary ; a 
French Jc>^e,wkh fome liadies; and 
a Rullian ofEcer had joined »s. 
The phyfiognomyof tlje latter had 
fomcthing fo uncommon isjdp at- 
traft our particular attenrion. — 
Nevi^ in my life did I fee fucji . 
vari«Qb features, and fo little ex- 
preffion; & much attractive bene- . 
volence, an'd fo much rep'fllin,;^ 
C . ■ coidn^fs." 
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coidiiers in the fame face. Bach 
paflion feemed, by turn# to h^ve 
CJtercifed its ravages on it, and to 
have left it fucceflively. Nothing 
remained but the cairn piercing 
look of a perfon deeply fkiiled iti 
'thefciencc df man j but it was 
fuch a look as abalhcd every one 
on whom it was direifted. This 
extraordinary man followed us at 
a diftance, apparently taking but 
an indifferenc part in all that had 
liappened. 

We came to a Moim||^ank's 
ftage. The ladies tried tflWr for- 
tune. We followed their example. 
The Prince himfcU purchafed a ^ 
ticket. , 
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tdcbet. He won a fnufi'-bqis. I 
faff ijkfi turn pale in opening it,— 
Xt contained his loft key. 

** How is this?" faidhetome, 
as we were for' a momeni, alone. 
" A fuperior power attends nie, 
" Oninifcienceftirroundsme. An 
'** invilible Being, that I cannot 
<» cfcapc, watches over my fteps. 
«* I mufl: feek for the Apminian, 
** and get information from him," 

The fun wa« fetting when we ; 
came to the inn, where a fupp?r 
had* been prepared for us. The 
Prince's name had augmented o^r 
company to fixreen, Befidcs the 
C z above- 
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aboVf - mencioned perfons, there 
vasaVirtuofoofRome; fome gen- 
tlemen of Switzerland, and an ad- 
venturer of Palermo in regimen- 
tals, who pretended to be a Captain. 
We rpfolvcd to fpend the evening 
■where we were, and to return 
home by torch-light. The con- 
verfation at table was lively. The 
Prince could not forbear relating 
his adventure of the key, which 
excited a general furprizc. A 
warm difpute on the fubjeftpre- 
fently took' 'place: Moll of the 
company pofitivelymaintained^that 
the pretended occult fciencjs-wcre 
nothing better ' than jne-gling - 
tricks. The Frcach Albl, wha 
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had drunk rather too much wine, 
challenged- the whofe tribe of 
Giiofts. The Englifii Lord ut- 
tered Mafphemies, The mufi- 
cian made a crofs to exorcifc the 
devil. Some of the company, a- 
mongfl: whom was the Prince, 
contended, that our judgment re- 
Jpefting fuch matters ought to be 
kept in fufpcnce. In the mean 
time the Ruffian officer difcourfed 
with the ladies, and did not feem 
to pay attention to any part of the 
converfation. In the heat of the 
difpijte, the pretended Sicilian 
Captain left the room -witl^out be- 
ing obferved. Half an hour after 
he returned, wrapt ^p in a cioak, 
1^ C i and 
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and fiJaced himfetf behind the 
cbair of the Frenchman. " A 
<' few moinena ago," faid he, 
** you bad the boldnefs to chal- 
•* Icage the whole tribe of Ghofts. 
" Would you wifli to make a tiUl 
^* with one of them ?"— 

** X Willi" anfw(yed the Mhtt. 
* if you will take upon you to 
** introduce one."— 

** That I am ready tj*^," re- 
plied the Stciliaoj twwiig to "s, 
" as foon OS thefe ladies and ^en- 
•* tlemw Ihall have left us:"— 

. « Why 
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" Why only then?" exclaimed 

the Englifliman ; " A courageous 

•' Gholt has furely no dread of a 

** chearfui company." 

*' I would not anfwer for die 
*f confequences ;" faid the Sici- 
lian. — ; 

" Tor heaven's fake, no !" cried 
the ladies, ftarting affrighted from 
their chairs.— 

" Call your ghoft," faid the 
jfhiSt in a tsone of defiance, ".but 
•* warn him before-hand, that, he ' 
" will have » encounter with a 
j^ a g(H>d blade." At the fame 
■5 , time 
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time he alked one of the company 

for a fword. — 

" If you preferve the fame in- 
" tentiou in his prefcnce," an- 
fwered the Sicilian cooly, *' you 
" may then aift as you pleafe," 
Andaddreffing the Prince: "Your 
" Highnefs," added he, " thinks 
" your key h4s been in the hands 
*' ofa ftrangerj can you conjcc- 
** ture in whofc ?" — 

" No."— 

" Have you nofufpicion i"'^ — 

" Certainly I haye." — 



-t\ 
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■*' Could you know the perfon 
*' if youfaw him ?"— 

*' UiidoubKdiy.'"' — 

The Sicilian, throwing back his 
cloak, took out a looking glais and 
held it before the Prince. " Is 
■" this the fame ?"— 
j- 

Thc Prince drew back afto- 
iriftied. 

*' Whom have you feen ?" I 
« faid.— 

"" The Arminian." 
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The Sicilian concealed his 
Jooking-glafs under- his cloak. 

*' Is it the fame perfon i" de- 
manded the company. — . 

*' The fame."— 

A fudden . change manifcfted 
itfelf on every face. No more 
laughter was to be heard. All 
eyes were fixed with curioCty on 
the Sicilian. 

- " Monfuur VAbbi ! The matter 
« grows fcriousi" faid the Eng- 
lifhman. " i advife you to think 
" of recreating." — 

« The-' 
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*• The fcliow is poffeffed vciiU the 
•5 devil ;" exclaimed the French- 
man, and flew out of the houfe. 
The ladies fcreamcd, and haftily 
left the room. ThcVirtuofo fol- 
lowed them. The German Pre- 
bendary was fnoaring in a chair. 
The Ruffian officer continued in- 
different in his place as before. 

*' Perhaps your intention was 
" only to make this bravado 
*' appear ridiculous j" ifaid the 
Prince, after they were gone, " or 
" would you fcltil your promife 
'" with us ?*'— 



*x je 
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- " It is true;" replied the Si- 
cilian, " I was bflt jefting wkK 
" the Jbhe., I rook him at his 
" word, becaufc I knew very well 
" that the coward wmild not fiif- 
, " fer me to proceed to extremities. 
" Befidcs, the matter is too fcrioiis 
** to be trifled with." — 

*' You grant it is in your 
*' power?" 

The Conjurer maintained a long 
fileiice, and kept his look fixed 
fteadiiy on the Prince, a? if to ex- 
amine him. 

" If is in my power;" anfwefed 

he at lafl:. 

The 
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The Prince's curioricy was now 
raifcd to tdc higheft pitch. A 
fondnefs for the myfterious had 
ever been his prevailing weakneHi. 
His improved underftanding, and 
a proper courfe of reading, had for 
fome time diffipaced every idea of 
this kind j but the appearance of 
the Arminian had again revived 
them. He went afide with the 
Sicilian) and I heard tlicm in very 
earncfl: converfation. 

" You fee in me," faid the 
Prince, " a man who burns with 
"■ impaticDCc ro be convinced on 
" this momentous fubjcft. I , 
" would embrace as a bentfaiflor, 
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*' I would cherilh as my bed 
" friend,- him who could diflipate 
" my doubts, andrenoovc the veil 
" from my eyes. Would you ren ■ 
** dermethisimporrancfervice?"-^ 

" What is your requeft ?" re- 
jjied the Sicilian, hefltating. — 

** I now only beg a fpccimen 
*' of your art. Let mc fee an 
*' apparition."— 

" .To what will this lead ?" 

" After a more intimate ac- 

. " quaintance with me, you may 

« be able to judge whether I de- 

" ferve a farther inftru£lioa."— 

'"I 
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" I have the greatcft eft'eem for 

■ your Highnefs, my Prince— 

■ The firft fight tifyou, has bound 
^ mc to you for ever. You hare 
' an unlimited command over mjr 
' power, but "— 

" So you will. let me fee ao 
' apparition." — 

" But I muft firft be certain 
' that you do not require it from 
' mere euriofity. Though the 
' iovifible powers be in fome de- 
' gree at my command, it is on 
* this facred condition, that I do. 
' not abufe my empire.!' — 

* " My 
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" My intentions are pure; 1 
" want truth." — 

They left their places, and re- 
moved to a window, where I couW 
n'J longer hear them. The Eng- 
lilh Lord, who had lilicwifeliftened 
to this converfation, took me afide.- 
*' Your Prince is a generous man. 
" I am forry for him. I will 
" pledge my falvation that he has 
" to do with a rarcal."— 

" Every thing depends on the 
" manner in which the Conjurer 
" will extricate himfeff |rom this 
" bufinefs." — 

" Well !." 
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" Wtll ! The poor fellow is 
■*' nowaffetftingiobcdclicate. He 
" will not ftiew his tricks, unlefs 
"** he hews the found ofgold, Wc 
•* are ■nine. Txt us make a col- 
" leition. That will fubduc him, 
*' and perhaps open the eyes of 
** the Prince." — 

I confented. The Englifiiman 
threw fix guineas upon a fflAie, 
and gathered around. Each of us 
gave fome louis d'ors. The RtifliiO 
officer wisp;Lrticu^a^!y■picalcu wicli 
ourpropuiat i he gave a baiiK nox 
of one n-jnarea and li:ty zcchins j 
a prodigilicy wliich afionilbed the 
Englillinian. We brought the 
D ir.oiiey 
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money to the Prince. "Be fo- 
" kindj" faid the Engljfli Lord, 
** as to prevail on this (renApin 
" to exhibit to us a Ji^|^en of 

,** his art, and ApRcept of this 
" fmall token of our gratitude." 
The Prince added a rir.g of value, 
and offered the whole to the Sici- 
lian. He hcfitaced a few moments'. 
*' Gfritlc,nen,"'faid lie -afterwards, 
" I *m humbled by this gent-ro- 
" ficy, butl yield to your rtqutft. 
" Your wifhes (liail he grjuficd."' 
•—At thx fan:e time he rung 
the hell.—" As for this inonry,"' 
continued he, " on which I: 
*• have no claim for myfeif, pcr- 
" mit me to fend it to. the uexc 
*' mon*ltery,. 



•«:• 



THE GHOST. SEfER. gi 

" monaftery, to be applied to pi- 
" ous ufes. I ihall only kwp th!s 
" rrngj as a precious memorial of 
** the vMoithieft of Princes." 

The Landlord came in; the 
Sicilian gave him the money;— 
" He is. a rafcal notwirhftand- 
" ing i" faid the Englifliman, 
whifpering to me. " He refufcs 
" the money bccaufe at prefent 
" his deligns are chiefly .o^thc 
" Prince." — 

*' Whom do you want to fee V 
faid the conjurer. — 

The Prince confidered for i 
moment. ■" You had bettrr-de- 
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** mand at once a great perfon- 
*' agej" faid the Engliflimatr. 
■" A(k fur Pope Ganganelti. 
" It can make no difference t8 
•* this gentleman." 

TheSiciliin bit Kis lips. "1 
*' dare not call one of God's 
" anointed." — 

" That is a pity !" replied the 
Enolifh Lord ; " perhaps we 
" might have heard from him 
*-' what diforder he died of." 



" The Marquis it Lawn" be- 
p-.Tti the Prince, " was a French. 
*' Generalin the fcveq years war^ 
'And 
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** add my moil intimate friend. 
•* — Having received a mortal 
" wound in the battle of HafiiH' 
" hck, he was carried to my tent, 
" where he "foon after died in my 
*' arms. In his laft agony he 
" made a fign for mi| to approacli. 
** — Prince, faid he tome, I ftall 
" never fee my ccmtry any more, 
^ I mufl acquaintyou with a le- 
" cret known to none but niyfclf. 
** In a convent on the frontiers of 
" Flanders lives a ----- -. ' He 

'*, expired. Death cot the thread 
** of his fpeech. I ,wifh to fee my 
" friend, to hear the remainder." 

" You. 
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" You afk murli j" exclaimed 
the Englilbman with an oath, and 
addrefling the Sicilian ; " I pro- 
" claim you tire greateft forcerer 

. « on earth, if you can rcfolve thifi 

« problem " We admiied the 

fagacity of the Prince, and unau- 
imouUy applauded his requeft. — 
In the mean time the conjuici was 
haitily walking about t.ie room, 
indedfivc, and" apt>arently llrug- 
n\\n-^ with hinffclf. .,, 

" This was all that - the dy- 
" in" Marquis commuhicaKd to 
'*' you ?" 

■« -Noihiog more." — 
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" Did you make no further in- 

' quirte&abouc the matter in hk 

' country ? 



. ?'_ 



" I did, buE they all prov^^ 
* fruitlefs," 

y Had the Marquis led an irre- 
' proachdble llfr ? I d.ire not 
' call every (hade indiftiri'flly."'— 

*• He died, repenting the errors 
' of his youth."— 

" Do you carry with you any 
■ remembrance of him ?"— 



C.<,<.;;k 
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« I do." The Prince, had 

■really a fnoff box, with the Mai>- 
quU's portr<ii[ trnaiTieUeil in mini- 
ature oil the hd, which he had 
placed upon the tabic near bis plate 
during the time ot fuppcr. ' 

" I do not want to know ^hat 
" it is- If you will Iravc mt 
*' alone, you Ihall fee -tUe de- 
*' ceafed."— • 

. He defired us to pafs into the 
other pivilion, and wait there till 
he called us. At the fame time- 
he caufed all the furnicuie to bfe 
rijrnoved out of the room, the- 
windows to be taken our, and ihe- 
fhELttu'& 
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feutters ro be weU bolted. He 
ordered the innkeeper, with whotu 
be appeared to be inc'unatcly cOr.- 
neded, to bring a Kcffc! with 
burning coals, and carefully to 
■txtinguilh every fire in the houfe. 
Previous taour leaving the room, 
he obliged us feparately r« pledge 
■ our honourj that, we would main- 
tain an evcilafting fileocf refpefb- 
ing every thing we might fee and 
hear. The doors ejf the pavilion 
■we were in, were bolted behind us 
when we left it. 

It was paft eleven^ and a deatl. 

filence reigned in the whole houft^ 

As we were retiring, from the 

M^r' ; faloon>. 
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faloon, the Ruffian officer afked 
me, whether we had loattcd piftols. 
** To what purpofe ?"■ laid 1. — 
•* They may poflibly be of foine 
■** ufe,*' replied he. " Wait a 
"*' moment. I will provide fome." 
He went away. The Chamber- 
lain Z and I opened a win- 
dow oppofite the pavilion we had 
left. We fanned we heard two 
perfons whifpering to each other, 
and a noife likt- that of a ladder 
■applied to one of the windows. 
This was, however, a mere conjee.^ 
ture, and I dare not affirm ir as 
a fad. Half an hour after the 
Ruffian officer came back with a 
brace of piftols. Wc faw him 
,^ -load 
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•■loatT them with powder and ball.' 
Ic was alinolt two o'clock in the 
morning wlien the conjar^r came 
for us, Berore we entered the 
room, he defired us t» rake off 
our ftioes, coats, and waiftcoats. 
-He bolted the doors after us as 
before. 

We found in the- middle of the 
-Toom a large blark circle, drawn 
■with charcoiil, the fpacc within 
which was capable of containing 
OS al) tenvery eafily. The planks 
of the chamber floor next to the- 
wall were taken up, qiire roiind 
the rooiD, Co that the place where 
we ftood was, as it were, infulated.. 
■•"::■■ ' -An 



.Xo..glo 



«9 THE GHOST SEER.. 

An altar, covareJ with black,* was • 
placed in rhe centre upon a carpel 
of red fjttin. A Chaldean bible 
was laid open, together with, a 
dead man'* (kull ; and a filvcrcru— 
cifix was faftened upon the altar. 
Inftrad df wax^tap^rs, fome fpirlts 
of wine were birning ia a fijvec 
box. A thick, finoke of perfume 
obfcured che Ught», and darkeiied 
the room. 1 he conjurer was un?- 
■ drcfled like us, but barc-fodted. 
Abou c liis neck he wure am amuler,* 
fufpeiftJcd 

■ *Aj«ui,Br, ill chann or nirfervaliTe wainft mi^ 
dhief. "iwhtr.iFiordifesfe. AmiiiM wwc -"ade offtone, 
■IBeial. (i.nplf, »nl rata, and every thii^ n'lich fjucy or 
Ctf'itt'e Tu'iKilFt I iptt famcCiinci they coiitiHidaf wndi, 
Chara^u^ ^od fentmcst rtngcd in a particnlar order, and 
tn^ni upon «nfd, and whu ab«iit in aeclc, or £•«• 
MfacT- 
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JufpnideJ by a chain of man-'s 
hair ; round his middJe was a white 
apron, maiked wjch inyitcrious 
cyphers and fymbolical figures. 
He dcfircd us to t^kc hold of each 
other's hand, and obfervc a pro-r 
found frit-ncc. Above all, he or- ■ 
dered us not to aflc the apparition 
any queftion. He defired the 
Englilh Lord and myfcif, whom 
he 



«lKf jarl of the bndj. -'Atot^n■ (imo ihty were nrirlwr 
twiuen nor eneiaieJ, but prtpansl wiih nwoy fuMrftiiiom 
CT.-emOPRs. g»»i K'Mi V:inr ufuallv paid to tlw influente 
ofdieftm. The .\-hani hm fi'ta to this fnrcinof 
Amulen ihe nime ofTALisuAKi. All rittnin ha*e 
been fond of Amulefj The Jewi i|'ert edremely 
fipeTftitioia in iheLTerfihem tn drire away diftafa'i- 
imdeven amon^iheOiriltiamDfiheeariylirnes Anulen. 
weie made of die Kood of ihe Cn'li. or fibhaodsi wilh a 
R<c arferiptueinittea iniheini ai ;reietvadv« af/kitA 
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he fccmed to miilmfl: the mo(H . 
conftantly to i.old two nuked 
fwonis acrof.j one inch high, 
above his head, during ali the 
time of tiie conjuration. We 
formed a half moon round him i 
the Rufliao ofHctr placed himfelf 
clofe to tlic Ir.ngliih Lord, and was 
thenearefi: to thcdltar. The con- 
jurer ilood with his face turned to 
.the Fait upon the f^Ttincarpet. He 
fprinkled holy wat?r in rhe direc- 
tion of the tour cardinal points of 
the earth, and bowed tlww' times 
before the bible. The formula 
of the conjur^rion, of which wc 
did not underftand a word, lafted 
■foy the fpace of fevcn or eight 
minutes i 
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minutes ; at the end of which he 
gave a fign to thofe who ftood 
tiie ntareft behind hiin,to Teize him 
faft by his hair. In the moft vi- 
olent cunvulfions he thric^ called 
the deceaied by his name, and the 
third rime ht fticccned his hand 
towards the crucitix.. 

On a fuddcn we all felt, at the 
fame inflanr, a ftroke as of a flafli, 
of lightening, Co powerful, that it 
obliged us to quit each other's 
hands A terrible thunder Ihook 
the houfe, 1 he locks jarred ; the 
doors creaked ; the cover of the 
filver box fi-il down, and extin-- 
guithed the light j and on the op- 
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polite wall, over the chimney, ap- 
peared ahumanfititirc, in a bloody 
Airt, with the palcncfs of (lealh on 
hs countenance, 

" Who Calls me?" faid a hol- 
low, anfl hardly-intelligible voice. 

" Thy friend," anfwercd the 
conjurer, " who refpe£ts thy me- 
mory, and prays for thy foul."— 
He named the Prince. 

-The anfwers of the apparition 
were given at very long intervals. 

" What does he want of me ?" 
■continued the voice. 

" Ke 
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" He wants to hear the remain- 
" dcr of a fecret, which thou be- 
" ganft to impart to him in thy 
" laft moments." 

" In a convent on the frontiers 
" of Flanders lives a — " 

The houfe again trembled ;■ a ■ 
dreadful thunder rolled; a flafh of . 
lightening illuminated the room j 
. the doors, flew open, and another 
human figure, bloody dnd pale as. 
the firft, but more terrible, ap- 
peared on the ihrefhold. The 
fpirit in the box began again to^ 
burn by itfelf, and the hall was 
light as before. 

E " Who 
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" Who is amongft us ?" ex- 
claimed the Conjurer, terrified, and 
casing arounU a luok of horror i 
" I did not want Thee." — The 
figure advanced with flow and ma-' 
jeftic fteps direflly up to the altar, 
itood on the fattin carpet over 
againft us, and touched the cru- 
cifix. The firft figure was no 
more. 'S^. 

" Who calls me?" demanded 
the fecond apparition. 

The Conjurer began to tremble. 
Terror and amazement overpow- 
ered us. I feizcd a piftol. The 
Sorcerer fnatched it out of my 
handj. 
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Tiand, and fired it at the appari- 
tion. The ball rolled flowly upon 
"the altar, and the figure remained 
unaltered. The Sorcerer fainted 
■away. 

** What is this ?" exclaimed 
"the Englifhman, in aftoni(hment, 
tte was going to ftrike at the Ghoft 
■with afword. The figure touched 
his arm, and his weapon fell on 
the ground. Courage forfook us. 

Duritig all this time the Prince 
■flood fcarlefs and tranquil, his eyes 
fixed on the fecond apparition. 
^' Yes, I know theCj" faid he at 
■laft, wich emotion } '^ Thoti 
E a . " art . 
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" art Lanoy. Thou art my friend. 

" Whence deft thou come ?" 

" Eternity is mute. Alk me 
** about my paft life." 

*' I with to know who it is that 

"■ " lives in the Convent which thou 

" mcntionedft to me in thy latt 

lighter.'* - 

Haft thou' been a 



me that I was not - 
le as I ought to have 
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" God has judged." 

- " Can I render thee any 
«* fervice in this world ?" 

" None, but to think o 
« fclf." 

•* How muft I do it ?" 

" Thou wil'fi: hear at R( 

The^thunder again rolli 
black cloud of finokc fill 
room ; it difperfed, and the 
•■was no longer vifible. I 
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epen One pf the wJndoW fliuttersv- 
,lt was day break. 

The Conjurer now recovered 
fiis fenfes. « Where are we;?" 
alked he, feeing the day light. 
The RulTun OlEcer ftood clofc 
behind him, and Iboking over his 
Ihoulder; " Juggler!" faid he t« 
him, with a terrible countenance; 
*' thou fhalc no more call a 
" Ghoft." 

The Sicilian turned round, con- 
fidered his face attcntively,Tcream-' 
ed aloud, and threw himfclf at 
his feet. ■ . 

We 
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We looked all at once at the 
pretended' Ruffian. The Prince 
■ eafily recognized the features qC 
the AFminian, and the words he 
was about to utter expired on his 
tongue. Fear and amazement pe- 
trified us. Silent and motionlefs,. 
our eyes wefc fixed on this inyfte- 
rious being, who beheld us with 
a calm bat penetrating look of 
grandeur and ftjperiority. A mi- 
nute clapfcd in this awfal filence,. 
another, fucceedcd ; not a breath 
was- to be heard. 

A violent knocking at the door 

drew us at laft out of thi* Itupc- 

fadlion. The door fell in pieces 

into 
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into the room, and a bailiff, with 

the watch, immediately entered. 

'* Here they arc, all together!" 

-faid he to his followers — Then 

addreffinghimfelf to us — " In the 

" nameof the Senate," continued 

■he, " I arreft you." We\ were 

furrounded .before we had time to 

recoUeft ourfclves. The Ruffian 

icer. whom I Ihall again call 

Arminian, took the Bailiff 

ie, and, notwichlianding the 

ifufion I was in, I obfcrved him 

ifpering to the Utter, and fhew- 

; him a written paper. The 

liff, bowing rcfpeiftfuily, im- 

d lately quitted him, turned 

us, and taking off his hat, 

faid:: 
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-iaitT: ", Genilemco, I humbly beg 
*' your pardon for having con- 
■" founded you with this vOiain. 
; *' 1 fhail not enquire who you are, 
""-■as. this gentleman aflures me 
" you are men of honour." At 
.the fame time he gave his com- 
panions-afign to leave us atliberty. 
He ordered chc' Sicilian to be 
bound and guarded. " The fel- 
" low is well known," added he, 
■•* we have been fearching for him 
-*• thefe fevcn months." 

The wretched Conj urer was now 

Accome a real objeft of pity. The 

terror caufed by the fecond ap- 

^parition, and by this unexpcfted 

arrcH, 
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arreft, had togc ther- overpowered- 
his fenfes. Hciplefs as a child, he 
fuffered himfcif to be bound wich- 
out refiftanCF. Hiseyes were wide- 
open and immoveable ; his face 
pale as death. Not a word efcaped 
his quivering lips. Every momenf 
■we thought he was falling into 
convulfions. The Prince was 
■moved by the (ituation in which 
he fdw him. He difcovercd his. 
rank to the Bailiff, and increated 
him to grant the Conjurer his IF- 
berty. " You do not know, my 
•* Prince," faid the Bailiff, " for ' 
*' whom your Htghnefs is fo ge- 
" neroufly inicrcedifig. TJiejug- 
" gling tricks by which he en- 
*' dcivourcd. 
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•«■ deavoured to deceive you, are 
** the Icalt of: his crimes. We 
** have fecurcd his accomplices ; 
** they depofe terrible fads againft 
" him. He may think hirnfelf 
" happy if he is only punifhed: 
«* with the galleys." 

In the mean time we faw the Inn- 
keeper and his family tied together 
and led through the yard. " He 
^ too,,?"' faid the Prince, " and 

** what is his crime ?" " He 

f*- has concealed the Sicilian, and 
*' afted as his accomplice;" an- 
fwered the Bailiff. " He alTifted 
** him in his deccptiofi* and rob- 
** bcries, and lliared the booty 
*f with him, Your HJghnefs (hall 
"be 
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" be convinced of it prefently." 
Then, turning lo his companions, 
he ordered 'them to fearch tlic 
houfe, and to bring him whatever 
ihcy migJit find. 

The Prince looked for the Ar- 
nian, but he had tjifappeared. 
theconfufion occafioned by the 
ival of the -watch, he had found 
:ans to ftcal away unperceived. 
le prince was inconfDlafalc. He 
:Iared he would fend all his fer- 
]ts, h? would go himfelf in 
rch of this myftcrious man. 
; wilhed to have me along with 
1. I looked out of the win- 
V ; the houfe was furrourided 

by 
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by a great numbcF of people, who 
had affembled from curiofity, 
on hearing of this event. It was 
impoffible to get through the 
crowd. Ireprefcntedtoihe Prince, 
that if it was the Arminian's fcri- 
ous intention to conceal hhnfelf 
from us, he was fo well acquainted 
with the means of doing it, that all 
our enquiries would prove fruitlefs. . 
'< Let us rather remain here a lic- 
'« tie longer," added I. " This 
" Bailiff to whom, if I am not 
«' miftaken, he has difcovered 
" himfelf, may perhaps give us a 
« more particular accoynt of 
»• him." 



Xo..glo 
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At the fame time we recollefted 

■that we were iHll iindrcflfcd. We 

Avcnt tothe other pavilion andptit 
" on our clothes in hafte. When we 

came back., they had finKhed the 

fearchir.g of the houfe. 

The altar having been removed, 
and the boards of the-flot^ taken 
up, a fpacious vault was difco- 
Vered. It was fo high that a man 
might fit upright in it with eaf^ 
»nd was feparated from the cav? 
fcy a fecrct door and a narrow ftair 
cafe. In this vault they found an 
cteftrical machine, a clock, and a 
little filver bell, which, as well as 
the eledrical machine, had a com- 
•municaticMi 
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^raunication with the altar and the 
■crucifix that was faftened upon it. 
A hole had been made in the win- 
dow (hurter, oppofire rhc chimney, 
which opened and (hut with a 
Aide. In this hole, as we learnt 
afterwards, was fixed a magic lan- 
thorn, from which the figure of 
the Ghoft had been refiefted on 
the oppofite wait, over the ch' 
ney. l-rom the garret and the < 
they brought fevcral drumsj 
which targe leaden bullets < 
, faftcned by firings ; thcle 
probably been ufed to imitate 
roaring of thunder which we 
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InfearchinglhcSiciiian'sclothes- 
they found in a cafe difFerent pow- 
ders, genuine mercury in vials and- 
boxes, phofphorous in a glafs bot- 
tle, and arinsT, which we imme- 
diately kntw to be magnetic, be- 
caufe it adhered to a Reel button 
that had been placed near to it by 
accident. In his coat pockets was 
it rofary, a' Jew's beard, a dagger, , 
and a brace of pocket-piftols, 
" Let us fee whether they are 
" loaded," faid one of tW^acch, 
^nd, fired up the chimney. 

" O God !" cried a hoilow 
Voice, which we knew:4to be the 
fame as that of the firft appari- 
tion. 
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.tion, and at the fame inftant we be- 
held a perfon tumbling down the 
chimney, all covered with blood. 
*' What ? not yet at reft, poor 
" Ghoft?" cried the Englifhman, 
while we ftarted back affrighted. 
" Go to thy grave. Thou haft 
" appeared what thou waft not, 
" and now thou wilt be what thou 
" haft appeared." 

" O ! I *m . wounded," re- 
plied the man in the. chimney. 
The ball had -fraaured his right 
leg. Care was immediarcly taken 
to have the wound drelTed. 

^* But who art thOu," fai 
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Englifh Lord, " and what evil 
" Ipirit brought thee here ?" 

" I am a poor Monk," anfwer*- 
ed the wounded man; " a ftranger 
*' gave nie a zcchin to " 

« Repeat a fpeech. And why 

dldft thou not withdraw imme- 
diately ?" — 

" I, was waiting for a fignal to 
continw: my fpeech, as had been 
ae;.eedfcn between us, but. as 
this figfial was not given, I was 
codcavouring to get away, when 
I found the ladderhad bei'n re- 
moved." — .::^_ 

■■ And 
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i " And what was the formula. 
'* he taught thee ?" 

The wounded man fainted a- 
way J nothing more could be goc 
from him. in the mean time the 
Prince addreffcd the leader of the 
■watch; giving him at the fame 
time fo me pieces of goki : *' You 
*' have refcued us," faid he, 
" from the hands of a villain, and 
" done us jiiftice even without 
*' knowing us ; would you increafe 
." our gratitude by telling us, 
" who was the ftratiger that, by 
" fpeakingonly i few worjcj 
" able to procure us our litR 
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" Whom do you mean ?" afked 
the Bailiff*, with a countenance 
which plainly Ihewcd that the 
queftion was ufelefs. 

" The Gentleman in a Ruffian 
•* uniform, who took yoy afide, 
" ihcwed you a written paper, and 
'* whifpercd a few words, in con- 
*' fequence of which you immcdi- 
;ely fet os free." 

Do not you know the Gentle 
lan i Was not be one of yoa 
)mpany f" 

^o, and I have very impor 
int reafons for wifliing to bi 
;qua!nted with him." 
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**■ I know no more df him my- 

* felf. Even his name is un^' 
' known to me. I faw him to- 

* day for the firft time in my 
' life." 

" What? And was he able info 
' (hort a.time, and by uHng only 
' a few words, to convinc """ 
' that hlmfelf and us all 
' innocent?" 

" Undoubtedly, with a 
' word." — 

" And this was ? — I cor 
' Wifli to know it." 

•• This firanger, my Pri 
(wc 
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(weighing the zechLns in hishand :) 
*' You have been too generous for 
" nie to make it any longer a my- 
" ftcry} this ftranger is an Officer 
" of the Inquifltion." ' 

" Of the Inquifition ? This 
" man ?" 

Nothing elfe, my Prince. I 
« convinced of it by the pa- 
r which he fhewed to me." 

This man, did youfay ? That 
nnot be." 

I will tell you more, my 
ince k was upon hisjnfor- 



mi 
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** mation that I have been fenc 
■• here to arreft the Conjurer." 

We looked at each other in 
the utmoft altoniflitnent. 

" Nowweknow," faidtheEng- 
K(h Lord, *' why the poor devi! 
" of a Sorcerer ftarted when he 
" came near his face. He I"^-"' 
■ " him to be ^ fpy, and for this 
" reafon " 

" No, !" interrupted 
Prince. " This man is \ 
" <c ever j^e wifhes to -br, and v 
" ever the moment' requires 
" t9;jbe. No mortal ever I 
"" w^t he really was. Did 
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« you fee the knees of the SicHian 
" fink' under, him, when he fard, 
" witha terrible voice: Thou ftialt 

V no more call a Ghoft. There is ' 
** fonKthing inexplicable in this 
•• matter. No pcrfon can pcrfuade 
" me that one man (hould be thus 

V alarmed at the fightof another." 

" The Conjurer will probably- 
« explain it the bcft,** (aid thtf 
Englilh Lord, ". if that Gentle- 
" man," pointing to the Bailiff, 
**'will procure lis art opportdiiity 
*' of fpeaking to his prifon-r." 

The Bailiff Confented to it, and 
having ^reed with the Ensliteian' 
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to Tilit the Sicilian in the morn- 
ing, wc returned to Venice* 

Lord Seymour (this was the 
name of the Englifliman) called 
upon us very early in the forenoon, 
and was foon after followed by a 
perfon whom the Bailiff had in- 
truftcd with the care of conducing 
us to the prifon. I forgot to men- 
tion that one of the Prince's do- 
me ftics. 



< Counr O I wtioTe narnt'iM I hivt thu; Tar 

liuratly copieJ. defctibea nlnulcly tht i^oua tfftQs 
of diit adTenturc upon Ihe mlBd of ihe Prince. ani^{_ 
Iiii tompnionli tnd Kcounn a wiety of taki of aj^- 
ritiODS, which this event g)ve occatiao (a introduce. I - 
ftall (Boit giring them ta the nidck oa ihs Fuppaliiioa 
that he U u curitut ai aiyC^i p- kium die cpnclufioa of 
the advenf ure, and iu effiaSs on thi gondufl of the Prince. 
I(MMHb;>dd, IhacibflAufeEotnaaFepihen^ln. 
der aMtSLigbl, and that' W^Ied with impatience for 
the nwfcnt which waj to dtrglpfe this iocomptebcnfiWc . 
myfttiy. Nut if the CirmnEJiiir. 
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meftics, a native of Bremen, who 
had ferved him many years with 
the Itriiftcft fidelity, and wjio pof- 
fefll'd his confidciHce, had been , 
mining for feveral days. Whether 
he had met with any accident; 
whether he had been kidnapped, 
or had voluntarily abfented him- 
fcir, was a fecrec to every one. ' 
The lafi fuppofition wasextremely 
improbable, as his condufl had 
always been regular and irfe - 
proachable. All that Ms compa- 
^ could recoiled, was, that he 
I'd been for foirie time very rac- 
aacholy, r^ul ■ that whenever he 
had a moment's leifiire, he lifed to 
■vific a certaia^gtonaftery i?'--thc 
J ■ C'mkcca-, 
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Giudtcea, where he had fontied an 
acquaintance with fome monks. 
This induced us to fitppofe that he 
.might have fallen into the hands- 
of'the Priefts, and had been per- 
fuaded to turn Catholick. The 
Prince was very tolcrantj or rather 
indifferent about matters of this' 

^Itind, and the few enquiries he 
caufed to be made proving unfuf- 
cefsful, he gave up the fcarch. 
He, however, regretted the iofs of 
this man, wfto had con(la;itly ac- 

, tended him in his campaigns, ha^fc, 
always been faithfully attached to 
him, and whom it was therefore 
di^^lt to replace in a foreign 
cc^Pffy. The very fame day the 
Prince's- 
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Prince's banker, whom he had 
commiiTioned to provide him with 
another fcrvant, came at the mo- 
ment we were going out. He 
prefented to the Prince a well dref- 
fcd man, of a good appearance,- a- 
bout forty years of age, who had 
been for a long time fecretary to ' 
i Procurator, fpoke French, aiid a 
little German, and was bcfidesfur- 
»ifhed with the beft recommenda- 
tions. The Prince was picafed 
with the man's phyfioghomy, and 
as he declared,- that he would be 
fatisfied with fuch wages as* his 
fervice Ibould be found to meritj 
the Prince engaged him immedi- 
ately. ' ,. ,i^i 
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Vfe found the Sicilian in a pri- 
'Vaie prifon, n-here, as the Bailiff 
iITured us, he had been lodged fc^ 
. the prefent, to accommodate the 
P/ince» as he was to be confiiied 
jn future under the lead roofs, to 
which there is no accefs. Thefe 
lead roofs are the moft lerribic 
dungeons in Venice. They arc 
fituated on the top of the Palace 
of St. Mark, and the miferable en- 
mioals fuffcrfoexceflivclyfrom the 
heat of the leads, occafioned by 
the 'burning rays of the fun de- 
fcending direftly upon them, that 
they i&eqaenciy turn mad. The 
Sicilian had recovered from, his 
tengj^and rofe refpeafully a: the 
fight 
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fight of ihe Prince. He had fet- 
ters on one hand and one leg, but 
he was able to walk about the 
room at liberty. The keeper left 
the p'rifon, as foon'as we had en- 
tered. " 

" I come," faid the Prince, 
*' to requcft an explanation of you 
'* on two fubjefts. You owe nie 
*' the one, and it fhall not be to 

y your difadvantage if you grant 
*^'' me tlie other." — 

. . " My part is now afted," re- 
plied the Sicilian, " my deftiny 
..^/ is in .your hands." — 

""Your 
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" Your fincericy alonecan foften 
■ its rigour."-r- 

" Speak, my Prince, I am ready 
' to anfwer you. 1 have nothing 
' now tb.lofe." — 

« You fhewed me the face of the 
' Arminian in a looking-glafs. . 
' How was it done ? — 

" What you faw was. no look- 

' ing-glafs. A pprtrak in pai*- ' 

' tcl behind a glafsj reprefcnt- 

' ing aman in an Ajminia'n drefr, 

' deceived you. The want of 

* lighfv.your aftonilliment, antl 

• Eay own dexterity, favoured fhc 

" de- • 
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" deception. The -pramf iifelf 
*' muft hare been found among 
*' the other things feized at- the 
*• inn."— 

" But how came you fo well 
*' acquainted with my ideas, as 
" to hit upon the Arminian ?"— *■ 

" This was not difficult, my 
*' Prince. You have frequently 
" mentioned your adventure with 
" the Arminian at table, in pre- 
** fcnceofyourdonrcftics. One of 
", my icrvants got accidentally ac- 
" quainted with one of your's, in 
" the Giudeua, and learned from 
^l him gradually as much .^ 1 
*• wlfbed 
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" wiQied to know. By this means 
" alfo, I received the firft infor- 
" mation of ypur refidence, and 
" of your adventures at Venice; 
" and I refolved immediately to 
' profit by them. You fee, my 

* Prince, I am fmcere. I was 

* apprized of your intended ex^ 
' curfion on the Brenta. I was 
' prepared for it, and a key that 
' dropped by chance from your 
' pocket, afforded me the firft 

* opportunity of trying my art 
' upon you."— 

** How !, Have I been mtf- 

* taken ? The adventure of the 

* key was then a trick of yours, 

G *• and 
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*' and not of the Arminian ? You 
« fay this key fell from my 
'• pocket ?"-;• 

" You accidentally dropped it- 
" in taking out your purfe, and 
" I fcized a moment when no 
'" perfon. was obferving me, to 
** cover it with my foot. An in- 
•* telligencefubfifted between my- 
« fclf and the perfon of whom yOM- 
" bought the lottery-ticket. He 
" caufcd you to draw it from a 
- '" box where there was no blank, 
" and the key had been in the 
" fniiff-box long before it came 
" into your polTeffion."-^^ ' 
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" I underltand you. And the 

' monk who ftopped me in my 

' way, and addrefled mc in a 

' manner fo folcmnj "— 

" Was the fame, who, I hear, 
' has been wounded in the chim- 
' ney. He is one of my accom- 
' pUces, aod under that difguifc 
' has rendered me many impor- 

* tanc fervices." 

" But what purpofe was this 

* intended to anfwcrf'i— 

" To render you thoughtful} 

» to infpire you with fuch a tram 

" of ideas as (hould be fa-vourable 

./ G 2 "jo 
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" to the wonders I intended "to ■ 

" make you believe." 

"■ The pantomimical dance, 
" which ended in a manner fo ex- 
" traordinary, was at lead none of 
" your contrivance ?" — 

" I had (aught the girl who 
" reprefented the Queen. Her 
" performance was the refulc of 
*'^.my inftruftions. I fuppofed 
*< your HighneTs would not be » 
" little aftonifhcd to find ypurfeif 
«• .Icjiown in this place, and (I in- 
*' treat your pardon, my Prince) 
" your adventure with the Ar- 
■**miDian gave room for me to 
T" hoj»e 



l-!^L£.^-. 
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•* hope that you were already dil- 
*' pofed to rejcft natural interpr*- 
*' tations, and to fearch for the 
" marvellous." — 

''" Indeed," 'exclaimed the 
Brince, at once angry and amazed, 
and caftingupon me a fignificant 
look J "Indeed, I did not expeft 

" this." (•') 

" Buf, 

(•) Neither did proSaWy ths erralcft nuxber of my 
Tcadcn. The ciicumllance of iKe crjivn depnfi^Ed >t the 
feet of the Prince, in a manner fo folentQ and uoeipeaed, 
and tht tbrmct predldion of Ihe Arminian, (eem lb na- 
turally and fooWiourlytoaiDi ac the fame objefl, ihjt 
at' Ihe fiifl reading of thefe men-.oirs I immedialely is- 
memlciedthc deceitful fpecchof the Wiiches in Macbeth: 

" Hail to thee Thine of Giimli ! 
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" But," faid the Prince agalni 
after a long ftlcnce, " hOw did 
" you produce the figure that ap- 
*' peared on the wall over the 
" chimney ?"— 

" By means of a magic lan- 
*' tern that was fixed in the oppo- 
*• fite window lhutt«r, tn which 
** you have undoubtedly obferved 
f an opening."—*^— 

'* And how did it happen that 
" none of us perceived the Ian- . 
* tern ?" aflced Lord Seymour. — 
" You 

wiih iifelf every fuEfe^uent idw whith fetms to hsTt the 
CameitEdiitr. 
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■** You remember, my Lord, 
' that on your re-entering the 
' room,, it was darkened by a 
' thick fmoke of perfume. I ufed 
' likewife the precaution to place 
' upright againft the wall near 
* the window, the boards which 
' had been taken up from the 
' floor. By thefe means I pre- 
' vented the fliutter fromconr.ing- 
' immediately-under j»oiir fight. 
' Moreover the lantern remained 
' covered lintil you had taken 
' your places, and until there was 
' no further reafon to apprehend 
'' any examination from the pef- 
' foils in the falloon."— 

« As 



» 



\\ 
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" As I looked out of the win- 
*' dow in the other pavilion," faid 
I, " I heard a noifc like that of a 
" perfon placing a ladder againft 
" the fide of the houfc. Was ic 
" really fo ?" 

" Yes ; nny affiftant ftood upon 
-" this iadder to direfl. the magiq- 
," lantern."— 

" The apparition," continued 
the Prince, " had really a fuper- 
" ficial likenefs to my deccafcd 
" friend, and what was particularly 
" ftriking, his hair, which was of 
" a very light colour, was exadly 
I' imitated.. Was this mere 
" chance^ 
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•* chance, or how did you come 
"- by fiich a.refcmblance ?.— 

" Your High-neffr muft recoK 
*• led, that you had at tabiea 
" fnuff-box laid by your place> 
** with anenamdtcd portraito^aa 
**' officer in a French uniform. I 
** afkedwhethcryou harfany thing 
" aboutyouasamcmoEial ofyour 
*' friend. YourHighnefsanfwered 
" in the aiErmative. I conjec- 
«* turcd it might be the box. ■ I 
«* had attentively confidered the 
" picture during fupper, and be- 
" ingifcry expert in drawing, and 
*« not lefs happy in taking like- 
«* ncfles, I had no difficulty ia 
" giving 
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■ giving to my fhade the fuperfi- 
' cial refemblance y6u have pcr- 

■ ceived, the mprc fo as the 

■ Marquis's features are very 
' ftriking."— 

" But the figure feemed to 
' move ?" — 

" It appeared fo, yet it Wag 
' not the figure, but the <niok© 
' which received its light."— 

" And the man who fell dowft 
' in the chimney fpoke for the 
' apparition ?"— m ■ 
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■** But he could no 
f qucftions difcimftly.' 

" There was no occ 
' You recoiled: my P 
' I ordered you all ' 
' not to propnfe ati 
' yourrelves. My en 
' ills anfwcrs were 
' certed between us: 
' no' miftake might 
' caufed him ■ to fpe 
' interv^s, which he 
' 'the beating of a wai 

" You ordered the 
' carefully to extlni 
' fire in the houfc, i 
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■ " this was, undoubtedly "— ^ 

" To favetheman in the chim- 
" neyfrom the danger of being 
•* fmorhered ; becaufe the chim- 
*• nies in the houfc communi- 
" cate with each other, and I did 
" not think myfelf very fccure 
" from youf retinue." — * 

" How did it happen," aiked ■ 
Lord Seymour, " that your ghoft 
** appeared neither f<^ner nor 
" later than you wifhed him P"-^ 

" The ghoft was in the room 

" for fome time before I called 

** him, but . while the room 

" was 
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'**" was lighted, the (hade was too 
•^ faint to be perceived. When 
" the formula of the conjuration 
** was finiffied, I caiifed the cover 
■** of the box, in which the (piric 
" was burning, to drop down; the 
" falloon was darkened, and it was 
" not till then that the figure on 
" the wall could be diftinifllf 
" fccn, although it had been re- 
*' flefled there a confiderablc time 
" before."— 

**• When the ghoit appeared, wc 
** all felt anelcdricalftroke. How 
"** was-that managed-?"— 

" Yott 
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" You have difcovercd thema** 
•' chine under the altar. You' 
*• havealfo feen, thati was ftand- 
** ing upon a filk catpet. I or— 
** dered you to form a half moon- 
" around nie, and to take each 
*^ other's hand. When the crifis 
" approached, I gave a fign to 
" one of you to fcize me by tlie-- 
" hair. The filver crucifix was 
" theconduilor, and you felt the 
" eleifttical ftrokewhen 1 touched- 
*' it with my hand." — ^ ' 

" You ordered- us, Counc 

*' O . . . 1 . and myfelf," OQiIti*' 

nued Lord Seymour, " to hoTd ■■ 

** twd'naked fwords acrofs over - 

" your 
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** your hfad, during the .whole 
** time of the conjuration ; for 
" what purpofe?" — 

" For no other than to engage 
" your attention during the ope-^ 
" ration j becaufe I diftrufted you 
" two the moft. You remember, 
" that I e"xprefsly commanded you 
" to hold the fword one inch 
" above my head ; by confining 
" you exaftly to this diftance, 1 
" prevented you from looking 
•^'where I did not wiih you. I, 
" had not then perceived my prin- 
" fcipal enemy."— 
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■ *' I own you a&td cautioafly; 
"but why were we obliged to 
" appear undreflTed ?"— 

'*' Merely to grve a greater fo- 
'*' lemnity to the fccne, and to fill 
** your imaginations with the idea 
■*• of fomething extraordinary."— 

*' Thc.fecond apparition pre- 
'** vented your ghoft From fpeak- 
" ingi" faid the Prince, "What 
" Ihould we have learnt ft 
** him ?" — 



%■ 



« Nearly the -fsme as what you 

■ heard afterwards. It was not 

' without dcfign that I aflccd your 

" Highnef* 
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* I^hoefs whether you had told 
me every thing that thj dcceafed 
communicated to you, and whe- 
ther you had made any further 
enquiries on this fubjed in his 
country. I thought this was 
neceflary, in order to prevent 

* the depofition ofthe ghoft from 
being contraditfted by fafts that 
you were previoufly acquainted 
with. Knowing liltewife that 
every man,efpecially in hisyouth, 

'^jtfiableto error,! enquired whe- 

^Per the life of your friend had 

been irreproachable, and on 

your anfwer I founded that of 

the ghoft. "-;- 

H " Your 
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"■ YcMir explanation o£^this 
*< matter is fatisfaftory ; but there 
** remains a principal circum- 
*• ftancc of which I require fomc 
^' explicatioR."'- — - 

*' If it be in rfty power, arid 



■** N,o conditions! Juftice, ia 
■*' whofe hands you now* are, might 
'*■ perhaps not interrogate you- 
-" with fo much delicacy. jHfeo 
"*' was the man atwhofe feoBsc 
" faw you fall ? What do you , 
" know of him ? How did you 
•* get acquainted with him ? And . 
*' what 
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■ what do yottk6(m of the fecond 

■ apparition i"'-™^ 

*• Yoar HightVcfs " 



" On lookirtg at the Ruffian 
" officer attentively, you fcreann- 
" ed aloud, and fell on yoar 
*' knees before him. What are 
" we to underftand by that ?"— 

*' This man, my Prince, " 

1^ ftbpped, grew vifibly perplex- 
ii%and with an embarrafled coun- 
tenance, looked aTound^him.— 
" Yes, my Prince, by all that 
** is facred, this man is a terrible' 
■" being."— 

Ha '< What . 



m 
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'* WKat do you know of hitn? 
'* What connexion have you with 
" him ? Do not conceal the 
*• truth from us ?" — 

" I fliall take care not todo fo; 
*' for who will be bound that he 
" is not among us at this very 
" moment ?" — 

" Where ? Who ?" exclaimed 
■we altogether, looking fearfully 
about the room. " It is imgpf- 
« fible."— 



mpol- 

I 



*• Oh ! to this man, or what- 

■ ever elfe he may be, things.ffill 

" more 
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more incomprehenfible are pof- 
' fible ?"— 

" But who is he ? Whence 

■ does he come ? Is he Armiriian 
' or Ruffian ? Of the charaiflers 
' he aflumes, wTiich is his real 
' one?" — 

■" He is nothing of what he 
' appears to be. There, are kw 
' conditions or countries, of 
' which he has not worn 'the 
'•■.mafk. No perfon knows who 
' he is, whence he comes, or 

■ whither he goes. That he has 

■ been for a long time in Egypt, 
as many pretend, atid that he. 

, " has 
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•' has brought from thence, out 
" of a catacomb, his occult 
« fcicnc^s, ] will neither affirm' 
" or deny. Here we only know 
" him by the nanic of the Incotn- 
" pthtttfiblt. How old, for in- 
" ftanccj do yoo think he is ?"— 

*' To judge from his appear-- 
'* ancc, hecanfcarcelyhavepaflcd 
" forty."-— 

*' And of what age do you fup- 
*' pofe I am ?"— ' »' 

* Not far from fifty."— 

" Welfj 
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" Well J and I muft tell you, 

that I was but a boy of feven- 

' teen, whenmygrandfatheripoke 

■ to mc of this marvellcms man^ 
whom he had feen at Famagujia; 
at which time he appeared 
nearly of the fame age, as he 

■ does at prefcnc." — 

*' This is exaggerated, ridicu- 
' lous, and inc-edible." — ■ 

" By no means. Was I not 
' prevented by thefe fetters, I 
• would produce vouchers, whofe 

■ dignity and refpeftabilkyihould 
' . leave you no doubt. There are 
■' fcveral creditable peribns, who 

" remember 
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" remember having fcen him, 
'* each at the fame time, in dif- 
"■ ferent parts of the globe. No 
** fword can wound, no poifofi 
" can hurt, no fire burn himj 
" no veflel in which he embarks 
** can be fiiipwrecked or funk. 
" Time itfelf feems to lofe its 
" power over him. Years do not ;', 
« dry up his moifture, nor age 
" whiten his hair. Never was he 
" feen to .take any food. Never 
" did he approach a woman; No 
** fleep clofes -his -eyes. Of the 
" tVenty-foUr hours in the day, 
" there is only one which he can- 
' not command; during which 
*f^ no perfon evtr faw him, and dur- 
"iqg 
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f ing which he nevcrwas cmploy- 
" ed in any terreftriaj occupa- 
'* tion.'V— 

" And this hour is f" 

" The twelfth in the night, 
' When the clock ftrilces twelvej 

* he at that moment "ccares to 
' belong to the living. Jn what- 
' ever place 'he is, he mud im- 

• mediately be gone; whatever 
' burmefs he is engage.! in, he 
' muft inftantly leave it. TIic 

' terrible found pf the hour of ■ 
' midnight, tears him from the 
' arms of friendWp, wrefts him 
' from the altar, and would 
' drag him away even in the ago- 
" nies 
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fries of death. "Whither he then 
' goes, or what he is then enga- 
ged in, is a fecret to esery one; 
No perfon ventures to infearo- 
' gate, and ftill lefs to follow 
' him. His features, at this 
' dreadful hour, contraft a de- 
■ gree of gravity fo gloomy, 
' and fo terrifying, that no 
' perfon has courage fiffliciint 
' to look in his faCe, or to fpeak. 
' a word to him. However lively 
' the converfarion may have been, 
' a dead filcnce immediately fuc- 
' ceeds it, and all around, him 
' wait for his_ return in an awful 
' horror, without venturing ta 
' quit their feats^ or to open the 
*' door 
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' door through .which he has- • 
' paffed-"— 

" Does nothing extraordinary^ 
' app^ in his pcrfon when he 
" returns ?"— 

" Nothing," except that he 

* fcems pale and languid, nearly 

* in the ftate of a >Aan who has 
' juft fuffercd ' a painful opcra- 

* tion, or received difaftrous in- 

* telligence. Some pretend to 

' have fcen drops of blood on his . 
' linen, but with what degree of 

* Veracity I cannot affirm." — 

' " Did 
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" Did no perfon ever attempt 
" to conceal the apprbach of this 
** hour fiom him, or endeavour 
" to engage him in fuch divcr- 
" fions, as might make hjm for- 
^' get it ?"— - 

** Once only, it is faid he pafled 
*' his time. The company was 
" numerous and remained toge- 
" ther late in the night. All the 
" clocks and watches were piir- 
" pofely fet wrong, and the 
" warmth of converfation hurried 
" him away. When the fatal mo- 
*' ment arrived, he fuddenly be- - 
" canr.e filent and motionlefs; his 
■■*' limbs continued in the pofition 
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*' in which this inftant had ar- 
** rcfted them; his eyes were 
" fixed i his pulfe ceafed to beat. 
*' Ail the means employed to 
*' awal^e him proved fruidefs, and 
" (his fituation endured till the 
•' hour had elapfed. He then 
*' revived on a fuddcn without 
*' any affiftance, caft up his eyes, 
•* and re-affumed his fpcech with 
". tht^i^e fyllable as he was pro- 
" nouncing at the moment ofin- 
" terruption. The general con- 
" fternation difcovered to him 
" what had happened, and he dc- 
" Glared, with an awful rolemnity,. 
" that they ought to think them- 
" felvcs happy, in having efcaped 
" with 
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' vsithno otTicr ihjarjr thahlfcar. 
' The fartie 'night he qiuHwI for 
' ever tht city wherr this crfcotn- 
' ftancc had odctirrcd,^ Thccom- 

* mon oprnion b that daring this 
•* myfterioos hour, h« cortvei-feS 

* with his gcniuj. . Some ev«l 

* fuppofe hjm to be one of the 

' departed, who is allowed tispafii * 
■' twetity-thrtc hours of the diy 
' amoQg the living, ttTtd'-:that in 
' the twenty - fourth his foiii is 
' obliged to return to the infamrf 
■• region!, ' to fuffcr itSLpiiflifh- 
■' ment. Some believe him to be,^ 
" the iamomJpoUmusofTyaittdr 
. •* and 

* jlp^lor-ias, i Pylhajori«n'phnofoFtieri witlom'« 
3w™, iii Cafndaia, aboHtlh^KW four jear, bdbra tlie 
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'• and others, the difciplc John,a( 
" whoni it is iivA'^ejbaUrcmaia 
**^ until tie laft judgmerK,"-^ 

**- A charaiSer fo wohdcrful," 
TepHcd the Prince, ** cannot fail 
■" to give nk to- eTicraordinary , 
" cDnje£lores. But ail this you 
"*' profels to know only by hear- 

Ufth of Chrill. At fiiiftn years of he h: kcamea 
-ftrifl oircncr of Pylhagor«'> rults, renouocinj wine, 
women, aud all ^is af Atlhs n°t oeuiag Ibcai. Jcttint 
Utbiir erow. and wearing nothing bui lintn. He foai) 
anCr fot 1^ for 3l ntbnxHr of m^kiiidki and cJiofiE hn 
hibitjitCB in Uic lemple of Efculapiui, where he iilaid 
^djfcJiivti-eTfsraiedinanymiraculoui cures. On his coming 
^^ftge, hegavepaiiof iiisweilih to his eldeft brolber, 
''^BibuAd ancdier pirt la (bme poorteluions. and lupt 
very little for Hmlelf. There are nun^berJeri fabulooa 
nories rccobaied of him. He went fire vean wiilioul 
■rpenkingj and yet, during ihii time, he flopped many 
leditioas in Q^uia and.Pra/iyfti ; he OiyBlleU, an4 if- 
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" fay, and yet his behaviour to 
*' you, and yours to him,- feemcd 
" to indicate a more intimate ac- 
*' quaintance. Is it not founded 
" upon fome particular event in 
" which yourfcif has been con* 
" cerned ? Conceal nothing from 

*• us." 

■ . Tks 

iip for 1 legifljlor ; and he gavt mil, ihat he underilood 
ill languigMi wiihout hivji^ evtr learned ihem ( he 
couldiellihelhoughtjormen, and undtrftood ilieoncte* 
which birds delivertJ liy their fitting. The heithens 
cppofed ihe preltnded miiaclti of ihia man » thoft of 
put Saviour, »nd g»7e the preference (o this philofnjjp. 
Afier having for a lonj time Impcfed updn the 
«-oi!d, ind gained a great nuir.ber of difdplt!. he died in - 
> >cry advanced ig«, about the v>i of ihe firll centij^^ 
His life, which ii filled with ablurJities, vii^^^Kf 
Fhiloflralu;, and Mr. J- Pi- ha; publiilKd ivSmfH^T 
Acr^lloniiis's life, in which he rtoves^jj^ *mlrac1es 
rfihispretendedphiloropherc3rryftroilgliBht!offallliao.r, 
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The Sicilian remained filenc, 
as if uncertain whether he Ihould 
fpeak or not. 

" H" it coacems fomething,** 
continued the Prince, " that you 
" do noi wilh to pub-iilh, I pro- 
" mife you, in the name of thefe 
•1 fo/o gentlemen, the moft in- 
** viol-able fecrccy. But fpCak 
" openly, and without referve."—* 

" Could I hope," anfwcred 
the prifonpr at laft, " that you 
jMwould not produce thefe gen- 
^^^E^ as evidence againS: me, 
" l^Rild tell you a remarkable - 
" adventure of this Arnii'tnian, 
I . " whicU 
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" which I liavc myfelf been -wit- 
** ncfs of, and which will lease ' 
*' you no'daubt of his fuiiematu- 
*' ral powers. But I beg leawc to 
'" conceal Ibme nanocs."-^ 

" Cannot you do it without 
*' this condition }"—- ■ 

** No, my Prince. There is a 
■•• family concerned in it, which I 
*' ought to refpcft."— 

*' Let us hear thcn.'*-^ 

** About Hve years aSllHtK^ 
** at Naples, where I*parafeea my 
■*' art widi very good fuccefs, 1 
" becamii^*' 
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'^^ became acquainted with a per- 
" fon of the name of Lertnte dti 

•" M Chevalier a( the or- 

■** der of St. Stephen, ayoong and 
■*' rich nobleman, of one of the 
•' firft families in the kingdom, 
■** who loaded me with fcindneffes, 
*• and fecmcd to have a great cf- 
^* teem for my occult fcicnces. 
'" He toW me that the Marquis 

■" del M. his father, was a 

*' zealous admirer of the Gab- 

'" bala, C • ) and would think 

la ** hinifelf 

•^tj CaUnlii a propeily i wyftftioui kinJ of fciente 
i^lttni by r«ve!itiontothe»acientjtn«, ind (nnrmineil 
by oral iradition tt> thofe oF our tirao ; ferving for ihc 
intecpretalionoriliiHeult palTirca in TcnptuR, and to d if- 
. cover fumn evenD.hjr the combiniiion of panicular wordii 
tclMT) intlnumbEjl. ItnUknnfe termnl tlic onlla*- 
BJt 
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" himjel.f happy in harirg a phi- 
" lofopher like me, (for fuch hfr 
" was pleafed to call me) •ndtfr 
" his roof. The Marquis lived in 
*' one of his country feas on the 
** fea ihore, about feven miles from 
"Naples. There, almoft intireljr 
^ fccluded from the worlds he be'- 
" waited the lof^ of a beloved fon, 
** of whom he had been deprived 

Bat CaM«Cf aaang die Chriftiiiu, it alio ■fptjedtothe , 
vSt, or ntbtt abule, which vltionaria and entbulufii. 
make of fcriptun (or difcovciing 'futurity, hy the ftudy 
and CDnfidcriliiui of the combiaalioa of certain wordr, 
letma uid niisiben in the facrel n'lilingi. Allihc vmtiiy 
Vitaa, augic chanften di ligurei with ftene^aDd Ml0ir 
•qui), wuabo', kcten, cliainur, &o. enyli^iei,Jk 
niagic efnwoasi an camprifed undtr this IpcciM <f 
Cfhhakif and the-woid ii ufed IbranT'kindof niBgici «a 
accpunt of the itfemklaoce iliis art b«an u ihe Jewilb 
Clbkila. The Jetm, hiwcnri never vit the uord i*. 
any fuch fenfci but idirap with, the uimoR itSjtiX and 
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" by a fatal accident. The CBe- 
*' valier gave me lo undrrfliand, 
•* that he and Ihb httxvVf might 
"perhaps have occafion to em- 
''-* pky Di]rJt:creC.aj'CsinQlT(aimDg 
■■" fonoe very important iMeUi- 
* gcnce-; to procure which evcrjr 
■" natural means bad been ex- 
*' hauftcd in vain-. He adiled, 
^' with a very fignfficant look, ~ 
'• that he biinleif might, perhaps ' 
" at fome futuBc period, be' 
" brought to l»ok upon me as 
" ttie author of his- tranqaility, 
" a()^ofall his earthly happinefs. 
** TIic affair was as.follows: 

■•' X*isi»o,;. 
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" Lorenzo,, being the youngeff 
" Ton of the Marquis, had beew 
" deftined for t^ church. The 
" family eitstes were to devolve 
" to the cldeft. Jeronymo, nniiich- 
" was the nanne of the latter, had^ 
" fpent many yean on his tra^ 
" vcls, and had returaed to his 
" country about feven years prior 
" to the event, which 1 am about 
" to relate. In order to celebrate 
** his marriage with the only 
** daughter of a neighbouring 
" Count; This marriage had 
*' been determined onby thkpa- 
" rents during the infancy of the 
** children, in order to unite the 
" lery large fortunes of the two 
'* hqafts. 
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•* houfes. But though thi^agree- 
•* ment was made by the two fa- 
" milies, without confulting the 
" l^jarts of the parties concerned, 
" the latter had mutually engaged 

' **nheir faith in fecret. Jcronymo 
** del M . . . and Antonia C . . . . 
** had been always brought up 
" together, and the little con- 
" ftraint impofed on two chil- 
" dren, whom their parents were 
** already accuftomed to regarij 
•* 33 united, foon produced be- 

.<« twffcn thcm'a connexion of the 
*• tendereft kind. The congeni- 
" ality of their tenq^rs cennented - 
** this intimacy j and in riper. 
" years it matured infcnftlily ifltd 
" love. 
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"love. An abfcBCc of fpur years, 
.*' far from, cooliDg this paffioiv 
*' had only ferved to inflame it t 
" and Jenonyroo returned taahe. 
" arms of his intended bride, as 
" faithful and as ardent as ^ 
" they had never been fepa- 
*f rated. 

** The raptures of this rc-unjon 
<w^l^ not yet fubfidcd, and the 
*f preparations for the happy day 
*' were advancing with the utmoft 
•f zeal and aftivity,- when;. Jero- 
*• nymo difappearcd. He ufed 
** frequently to pafs the after- 
** noon in a fuhimer-houfe which 
■" commanded a ^rolpeft of the 
' ■*' fea-j 
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* fta ? and was accuftomed to take 
' the diverfion of faiUng on the 
' water. One day, when he was 

* at his favourite retirement, it 
' was obferved that he remained 
' a mach longer time than ufual 
' without returning, and hli 

* friends began to be very uneafy. 

* on his account. Boats were. 
' difpatched after him. VefTels 
' were fent to fea in qaeft of him ■; 

* noperfonTiad feenhim. None 
' of hisfervants could have attend- 

* cd him, fornonc of them were ab- 
' fent. Night came on, and he did 
' not appear. The next morn- 
' ing dawned; the day pafled; the 
'evening fuccceded j jeronymo 
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" came not. Already they had be- 
" gun to give themfelvcs up to the- 
•* moft melancholy conjeflures, 
** when the news arrived, that 
•* an Algcrine pirate had landed 
, " the preceding day on that coaft^ 
" and carried off fcveral of the 
" inhabitants. Two galleys, rea- 
" dy equipped, were immediately 
" ordered to fea. The old Mar- 
" yswiiimfelf embarked in one of 
" tiitm,- to attempt the delivcr- 
'■* ancc of his Ton at the peril of 
" his own life. On- the rhird" 
'• day they perceived ihe corfair. 
" The wind was favourable} they 
" were jitft about to overtake 
'•' binij and even approathed hini 
" fo 
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' io nor that Lorenza, who was 
' in one of the galleys, fancied 
' that he faw, upon the deck of 

* the advcrfary's fiiip, a fignal 

* made by his brother j when a 

* fudden ftorm feparated the vef- 

* fcls. Hardly could the da- 
' maged gaUeys fuftain the fury 

* ofthe tempeft. The pirate, in 

* the mean time had difappeared, 
'* and thediftrefled ftateofthe other 
=' veffels obliged them to land at 

* Malta. The affli£lion of the 
" family was beyond ail bounds. 
" The diftraScd old Marquis tore 
" off his grey hairs in the utmoft 
"• violence of grief; and the life 
" of the young Countefs w:as-' 

" def- 
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defpaired of. Five years were 

• coofumed, after this event, 
' in fruitlcfs enquiries. Dili- 
' gent fearch was made along- 

• all the coaft of Barbary ;. im-. 
' mcnfe fums were offered frxr ■ 
' the ranfom of the young Mar-: 
' qais, but no pcrfoo claicned it. 

' The only probaUe conjcfture 
' which remained for the fanaily 

• to form^ was, that the faaie 
' ftorm which had fcparatcd the^ 
' galleys from the pirate, had de- 
' ftroycd the latter, and that tlie 
' whole (hip's company had pe- 
' rilhed in the waves. 

" But this fgppofition, however 
■ probable, as it did not by any 
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' means ' amount to a certainty, 
' coulcl not authorife the family 
' to renounce the hope, that the 
' abfcnt Jeronymo might again 
' appear. Incafe, howevetithathe 
' did not, either thefamily's name 
' muft be fuffered to perifli, or- 
' the youngeft fon mult reliii- 
^ quilh the church, and cntcr 

■ into the rights of the eldeft. 
' Juftice fecmed t« oppofe 
' the latter mcafure j and oo 

■ other hand, the neceffity of 

■ prefcrvingthe family from an - 

■ nihilatjon, required that ilie 
fcruple fliould not be carried 
too far. In the mean time, 
grief, and cfie infirmities ofasr. 
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■ were bringing the Marquis 

• fail, to his grave. Every un-- 

■ fuccefsful attempt diminiflied 
' the hope of finding his loft fon. 

" Hcfaw that his name might 
' be perpetuated by afting with 
' a little injuftice, in confenting 

■ to favour his younger fon at 
' the expence of the elder. The 

■ fulfilment of his agreement 
= with Count C . , . . required 
f only the change qf a namej for 
' the objefl: of the two families 
' was equally accomplifhed, whe- 
' ther Antoivia became the wife 
' of Lorenzo or of Jeronymo. 
'The faint probability of the 

latterjs appearing again, weigh- 
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' ed but liEcle againtt the certain . 

* and prefling danger of the total 
' extinftion of the family-, and 
' the old Marfaist who felc the 

* approach of death every day 
', more and more, ardently wilhed 
' to die at leaft free from this 
' inquietude, ' 

" Lorenzo alone, who was la 
' be principally benefitted by 
' this meafure, oppofcd it with 

* the greaecft obftinacy. He 

* 1-efifted with equal firmnefs the 
" aliuremenEs of an immenfe 
' fortune, and the attradions of 
' a beautiful and accomplifhed 

* objeft, ready to be delivered 
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** into h'n arms. He refufed, on 
*' principles the mofteencrous anc| 
« confcientiousjtoinvade the rights- 
*' of a brothcFj't.who for ajiy thing 
•* he knew, might himftlf.be ia 
« a capacity to lefome them. Is- 
" not tlie lot of. my dear Jcro- 
*' nymo, faid he, made fufficiently 
" raiferable by the horrors of a 
" long cgptivity, without the ag- 
" gravation of being deprived 
" for ever of all that he'holds. 
*' moft dear ? With what con- 
" fciencc could I fupplicate hea- 
" ven for his rtturn,' when hVs 
" wife is in ray arms ? WitH 
" what countenance could I lAedt 
" him, if at hft he {hould befe- 
'• ftoied 



'«* 
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«' 'ftored to us by a miracle ? And 
** even fuppofing that he is torn ■ ■ 
" from us for ever,' can Tve better 
" honour his memory, than by 
*• keeping conftantly open the ' 
" 'chafm ' which his death has - ■ 
*• caufcd in our circle ? Can we 
" better ftlew our rcfpeift to him,' 
" than by facrificing our deareft 
" 'hopes upon his tomb, and kecp- 
** ing untouched, asafacreddepo- 
*' fitj what was ■ peculiarly his ■• 
'* own?"- 

" But thefc arguments of fra- - 
*' ternal delicacy could not recon-- 
" cile th£ old Afirjwif* to the idea ' 
" of being obligcd-co'witnefs the ' 
" decay of a tree, which nine ccn- 
K - " turics 
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" turies had beheld flourirtiing.A'll 
" thac Lorenzo could obtain was 
" a delay of twp years. During 
" this period they continued their 

■ " enquiries vith the utmoft dili- 
" gencc. ■ Lorenzo himfclf made 
"- feveral voyages, and expofed 

' " his perfon to many dangers. 
" No . trouble, no exptnce was 
" fpared to recover the loft Jero- 
" nymo. Thcfe two years, ho*- 

■ " ever, , like . thofc which prc- 
" ceded theiii, were confumed in 

• '* vain,"-r- 

*' And Antonia ?" faid the 
.Piince. '* You rcllus nothing 
• " of her. Gould (he fo cai(nl7 

- " iubtuit ♦. 
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'" fubmit to her fate ? 1 -cannot 
"" fiippofc-it." — 

" Antoaia," anfwered the Sici- 
Jlan, " experienced the molt vio- 
" lent ftruggle between duty and 
" inclination, between dinike and 
" admiration. The difmrerefted 
" genfrofity of a brother,, affeaed 
" her. She feic hcrfelf forced to 
" efteem a perfon whom the never 
" could love. .Her htait, torn 
" by contrary fentiments, felt the 
*' bittereftdiftrcfs. Bur her rcpug- 
" -nancero tite ChevJier fcemcd to 
'* increafe in the fmie degree as 
■" his claims upon her efteem- 
'*' .-dugmented. Lorenzo.pcrceived 
.-K.2 "wit}' 
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" whh heartfelt forrow the fecret 
" grief that confutned her youths 
'< A tender cotm^affion infenfibly 
" affumed the place of that indif- 
" ference, with which, till then, 
" he had been accuftomcd to con- 
" fiderhcrj but this treacherous 
" fentimentquicklydcccivedhim, 
<* and an ungovernable paflion. 
*' began by degrees to fhakc the 
" ftcadinefs of his virtue— A vir- 
" tiie which, till then, had been 
" unequalled. 

" He, however, ftill obeyed the 

" didatesofgenerofity, tho'at the 

" expence of hislove. By his efforts 

" alone was the unfortunate viftitn- 

, " proteftedL 
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^ tefled agaiaft the arbitrary pro- 
' ceedtfigs of the reft of the fa- 
' mily. But fats endeavours 
' were <iot finally, fucccfsful. 
' Every viAory he gained over 
'* his paflkjn rendered' him >more 
'* worthy t>f Antonia; and the 
*' difintereftednefs wtth which he 
*' refufed her, left her wichcmt an 
*• apology for refiftance. 

" Thiis were affairs fituated 
•* when die Chevalier engaged me 
" to vifit him at his father's wV/a. 
" The eamcft rccommeTidation of 
" my patron procured me a recep- 
" tidn which exceeded my moR: 
"fan^uine wi/^ies. 'I mufl: not 
"forger 
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" forget to mention, that by fome 
'• remarkable operations, I had 
*• previoiifly rendered my name 
" famous in different lodges of 
" fieemafons. This circum- 
" llance, perhaps, may have cort- 
" tributed to flrengthen the old 
" Marquis's confidence in me, and 
" 10 heighten his expectations. 
" 1 ' beg you will excufe me 
" from defcribing particularly 
" the lengths I went jvith bim, 
" or the means which I employed. 
" You may form fome Judgement 
" of them from what 1 have be- 
" foie confeffed to you. . Profiting 
" by the myftic books which I . 
" found in his. very cxten- 
" five 



« 
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**''tpnfive librarjr, I was foon able 
** to fpcak to him in his own Jan- 
*'■ guage, and to adorn my fy ftem of 
*' the invifible.woild with the moft 
*'" extraordinary inventions. Tha ' 
" jV4i7r^«/.rtvasverydcvout,andhad 
" acquired in the fchool of reli- - 
" gion a facility of belief. He was 
'*■ therefore, with falrttle difficulty . 
" induced- to credit the fables I ■ 
" taught him, that, in a fiiorttimej ■ 
"he wopld have believed as im^*! 
" piicitly in the fecret com- ■ 
" merce of philofophers and 
" fylphs, -as ■ any article of the 
" canon. At length I entan- 
" gled him fo completely in myf- - 
" tery, that he would no longer 
"'believe any thing that was na- 
" turaL- 
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-** taraUInlhoicIbccametheador- 
" cdapoftlcof the honfe. The nfu^ 
" fubjca of my ledurcs was the 
*' exaltation of. iiuman .jtatuftf, 
" anithcintercoyrfcof men with 
•' fuperior beings;, tffe infallible 
" Coitift, G^tiaUs* 'van my oracle. 

■ ". Antonia,. whofc mind fince the 
•■ lofs of her Jover, had been 
" more occupied in 'the w6rld of 

■ **»fpiritsthaniDthat6f nature, and 
" who Md a, ftrong tinihire of 
" melancholy ia her compoficion, 
" caught every hint 1 gave her 
« witb«fearfuHatUfaftion. Even 

-•*• the 



* A niTlHcal wedc af tbit title, wriuen In French 
Lo the middle of tbt leventecnth antuiy, by the . 
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" It is all over with mc," faid 
lie, ," 1 muft begone i I cannot : ! 

" fupport it any longer," — 

" What is the matterwith yoii, - I 

"■ CkevaUtr ? . What - has befai- - 
*'• len you ?" 

I 

" Ob ! -this .terrible palBon "' 
fald he, ftarting from his chair. 
** I have combated it like a man.} . ! 

" I can /efift it no longer."— 

"And- whofe fault is it ba-t ' 
"• yours, my , dear Chevalier ? "h 

" Are they not all ia your favour-? 
" Your father ? Your rela- 
" tions ?"— - ■ 

"My ^ 
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*•■ My father, my relations! ' 
" "What are ihey to me ? I want 
« not an union of force, but of 
" inciiiiation. Have not I a rival? 
" Alas ! and what a rival ! Per- 
•* haps-a dead one ! Oh ! let me 
" go. Let me go to the end of 
" the world. I mult find my 
** brother." — 

** What ! after fo many unfuc- 
** cefsful attempts, have youilill 
" any hope ?" — 

'* Hope! Alas, no! It has 

" long fince vaniflied in my heart, 

" but it has not in her's. Of 

" what confequencc'are my fenti- 

" ments ? 
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" menb? Can I b«-happy while 
" there jemtins a gleam of hope 
" inAntonit'sbewtf Two wor^, 
** my friend,' would ertd my Eor- 
*" mcnts. -But it is in vain. My 
^' deflany muft continue to be 

■ " miferabte. till eternity (hall 
" break its long Ulencei and the 
" grave fliall fpeak in my be- 
" half."— 

■ . "Is it then a 'Itate-of certainty 
- " that ^would j^nder-. you hagr ' 
." py ?"— 

" Happy ! AU& ! ■ I dout?t 
" whether I Ihall ever again be 

■ *' h^ppy. But uncertainty is of 
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" all others the moft dreadful 
" pain." — 

" After a (hort interval of fi- 
" lencc, he continued with an 
" emotion lefs violcni.— If he 
" could but fee my torments! 
" Surely a conftancy which ren- 
" dcrs his brother miferable, can- 
•* not add to his happinefs. Can 
" it be juft that the living (hould 
" fuffcrfomuchforthefakeof.the 
." dead; that I Ihould frgitlefsly 
*' pine for an objcft which Je- 
*' ronyrpp can no longer enjoy ? 
""If he knew the pangs I fufFer, 
" faid he, concealing his face, 
■" while the tears ftreamed 
" from his eyes, yes, perhaps 
"he 
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•*' himfclf would condu6t her to 
' " my arms." — 

■ " "But is there" no pofubllity of 
" gratrfyingyour wiflies?" — 

" He ftarted. — What do you 
■ ■" fay, my fHend ?"■ — 

** Lcfs important oceafions than 
■*' the prefenr, faid I, have dif- 
" turbed the repbfe of the dead 
'* for the fake of' the living. Ts 
" not the tcrreftrial happinefs of 
" a man, of a brother 

*' The terrettrial happinefs ! AK"! 

■f my friend,! feel but too fenfibly 

■" the 
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' *'< the force of your cxpreflioti my 
■ " entire felicity."-^ 

" Arid the-tranquilityof a Ali'- 

■ " treffed family, are not thefe fuf- 
*' ficient tojuftify foch a meafure ? 
" Undoubtedly. If any fublu- 

■ " nary concern can aathorife us 
" to interrupt the peace of the 

■ " ^leiTed, to make ufc of a power 



" For God's f^ke, my friend ! 
•' faicl he, interrupting me, nO 
" more ,of this. Once, I avow 
f it, I had fuch a thought ; I' 
*C think I mentioned it to you; 
' " but I have . loog fince reje£te<i 
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" it as horrid and abomina- 
« -blc."— 

"You wiH have tonjeflurcd 
" already continued the Sicilian, ■ 
'**to -what this ^onverfatioo led 
" us. I endeavoured to over- 
" come the fcruples oftheCA«;«- 
*' Iter, and at Jaft fuccecded. We 
** ieiblved to call the glK>ft of the 
" deceafed Jcronymov 1 only 
** ftipulated for adclay of a fori- 
" night, in order, ss I pretended, - 
" to prepare, in a fuitable manner, - 
" for ibfolemn an aft. The time- 
" being expired^ and nty n)^ 
" chincry in rcadinefs, I tool 
^ advantage of a very gloomi^.; 
" day,-; 
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• •' day, yrfwn we were all aflem- 
*' bled as ufual, to communicarfc 
« the affair fo the family ; and 
" not only brought them to con- 
** fent to. it, 'but even "to make ic 
•* afubjeft (|f their own requeft. 
«< Thfe moft difficult' part of the 
" ta(k was to obtain the appro- 
" baiion ofAntonia; whofe pre- 
« fence was effential. My cndea- 
« vours were, howe\'er, greatly 
" affifted by the melancholy rum 
« of her mind, and perhaps ftill 
_ " more fo, by a faint hope, that 
" Jeronymo might ftill br living, 
" aild therefore *ould n6t ap- 
" ^ar. A want of confidcnct 
" in the thing itfelf was the only 
L " obftacle 
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■** obftacle -which I h|Kl not to 

•**, fcmove, 

■" Having obtained the confcnt 
'*■ of the familyj the third day was 
" fixedonfortheoj^ration. Ipre- 
'*' pared then for the fqjemn tran- 
" faftion by niyftical inftruftion, 
" by fafting, folitudCj and prayers, 
" which I ordered to be continued 
" till late in the night.' Mueh 
" ufe was alfo made of a certain 
y mufical inftrument,* unknown 
" till 

* Perhaps hcmeansthcfbrnniiir.-d, amuKcalinllrumeiit 
uTed oflitefCBri in Germany, li i^compoledcfa number 
of glari wheels, which revDlreonan aile, anil pivducc, on 
Icing lauched, dilfereni degrees cf lounri. actonling to 
thtir different fiiw. The harmonv producer! ly ihis in- 
tlrumenris of a kind fo languifh^g and iletig1:iful, ih^it 
yerj e»[raordinary cfltits arc fiidto hav; been produced' 
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" til) that riiTie, and which, in fuch 
" cafes, has often been found very 
" powerful. The effe£t of thcfe 
" artifices was fo much be- 
" yond my expeftarion, that 
" the enthufiafm, to which on this 
" occafion I was obliged to force 
** myfeif, was i^ifinitely' heigh- 
*' tened by that of my au- 
" dlence. The anxioufly expected 
" moment at laft arrived, i — 

"^ guefs" faid the Prince, 

" whom you are now going to in- 

^" troduce. But go on, go on." — 

^ "No 

byit— Whtnlkilfullylo-jcliea It iirenurliably sJi^d 
10 lull ths mini inio i lender and ri.lcmn i)*biitlwiy; (hi 
-which aecounc ii is frcnuenily i,fsd in ilieatie= 1» r'cpJje 
111! audience fot any ihin^ uiicomW^l)- iafidii.'e, i-itl: 
asiheinttoduflionaf gholb, &c. 

IK ..Google 
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" No, my Prince. The dc- 
" ception fuccecded according to 
*' my winies."— 

" How ? 'Where is then thfc . 
" Amiinlan ?"— 

■ " Do not fear my Prince. He 
** will appear but too foon. 1 
*' omit the description of the 
** farce itfelf, as it would lead me 
" to too great a length. It is fuf- 

'« ficient to fay, that it anfwercd 
•* my e)rjiefl:ation. The old Mar- 
" quis, '.the youn* Countefs, hct 
"■ mother, Lorenzo, and another 
" perfon of the family were pre- 
" fcnt. You will imagine that 
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* during my long refidence in 
' this houfc, I had not wanted 
' opportunities of gathering in- 
' formation refpet^ting every tbing 
' that concerned the deceafed. — 
' Several of his portraits enabled 
' me to give the apparition a 
' ftriking likcnefs, and as I fuf- 
' fered the ghoft to fpeak only" 
^ byfigns, the found of his voice ' 

■ could excite 'no fufpicion. 

"i The departed Jeronymo ap- 

■ peared in the drcfs of a MoorilK 

■ Slave, with a deep wound in his 

■ neck. — You obferve that in this 
■refped I was counteracting the 

■ general fuppofition that he iiad ■ 

•" pcrifiicd 
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" pcrlflied in the waves. I had 
," reafun to hope that this unex- 
■ " peiflcd ciicumftance would 
. *' heighten the. belief in the appa- 
*' ritign itftlf, for nothing appear- 
" cd to me more dangerous than 
** to be too natural."^- ' 

" I think you judged well," 
faid the Prince. " In whatever 
" refpefts apparitions the moft * 
" probible is the leaft acceptable. 
** Iftheircommunicarions areeafily 
" comprehendedj we undervalue 
" the channel, by which they are 
" obtained. — Nay, we even fuf- 
" ped the reality of the miracle, if 
" the difcovcries which it brings 



I 
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" to light, are fuch as might 
" eaQly have been imagined. — 
" Why Ihould wc difturb the re- . 
" pofe of a fpirit, if it is to inform 
" us of nothing more than theor- 
" dinarjr powers of the intellect 
*' are capable of teaching us ? — 
*' But on the other han-J, if the' 
" intelligence which we receive is 
*' extraordinary and unexpeiftcd,' 
** it confirms in fome degtee the 
" miracle by which it is obtained ; 
'.' for who can doubt an operation' 
** to be fii per natural, when its 
" effefl. could not be prodoced by 
" natural means ? — I have inter-' 
:% " rupted you," added the Prince. 
-% V Proceed in you/ ji,arraiiYe."— 

^t y <. I 
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" I aflctd the ghoft whether 
*' there -Was any thing in this 
" world whichhcftillconlidercdas 
*' his own, and whether he had left 
" any thing behind that was parti— 
*• cularly dear to him ? The ghoft 
" thrice Ihook his head^ and lifted 
" up his hand towards heaven. 
" Previous to his retiring) he dropc 
" a ring from his finger, which 
" was found on the floor after he 
*' had difappeared. Antoniaioofc 
« it.j^nd looking at it attentively, 
". ftie khcw it to be the wedding- 
*' ring ihe had given her intended 
'"-hwfband.""— 

•»< The 
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■■ " Xhc wedding ring !" ex- 
claimed the Prince, furprired. 
** How did you get it ?" 

" "Who ?— I ! — It was not the 
■** true one ! — I got it ! — ]t was 
■". only a counterfeit." — 

" A counterfeit !" repeated 
the Prince. " But in order to 
*' cotinterfeit, you required the' 
"*' true one. How did you come 
■" at it ? Surely the deceafed 
*• never went without it." — 

" That is true ;" replied the 

Sicilian, with fymptoms of con- 

■fufion. « But from a' defcrip- 

" lion 
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" tion which was given mt of the 

" genuine wedding ring " — 

" Adefciipiion which was given 
" you ! By whom ?"— 

- " Long before that time. It 
" was a plain gold ring,- and had, 
" ibelieve, the nameof theyoung 
" Countefs engraved on it. But 
" you made me lofe the con- 
" neftion." — 

'"What happened farther.?"" 
, fjiid [he Prince, with a very dilTa- 
tisfied countenance. — 

" The 
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■,'*' The family fancied them- 
" felvci convinced that Jeronymo 
" was no more. From that very 
*' day they publicly announced 
" his death,,and went into mourn- 
•' ing. The circumftance of the 
" ring left no doubt even in the 
" mind of Antonia, and added a 
, " confiderablc weight to the ad- 
" drefles of tlie Chevalier. 

" In the mean time, the violent 
" impreffion which the young 
" Countefs had received from the 

'*'iight of the apparition, brought 
5' on her a diforder fo dangerous; 
" that the hopes of Lorenzo were 
" very near being dcftroyed for 
" ev^r. 
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' ever. On -her recovering fiie 
' infiftf;d upon taking tbe yell ; 
' and it was only at tire ferious 

* rcmonftrances of her Confeflbr, 

* in whom'ftie placed an impli- • 
' cic confidence, that fhe was 

' brought to abandon her project. 

* At length the united folicita- 

* tions of the family, and the 
' Confeflbr, wrefted from her the 
' defired confent. The Uft day 

* of mourning was fixed on for 
" the day of marriage,, and the 

* old Marquis determined -ro add 
■< ,to the folemfiityof theoccafiofi, 
■' by refigning all his eftates to 
' his lawful heir. 



The 
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Jf The day arrived, and Lo- 
*' reiKO^ received hfs trembling 
" bride at the altar. In the even- 
" ing a fplendid banquet was 
** prepared for the chearful guefts, 
•• in a hall fuperbly iilumi- 
*' natcd. The moft lively and de- 
** lightful mufic, contributed to 
" mcreafe the general gladnefs. 
■** The happy old Marquis wiftied 
" all the world to participate In 
" his joy. All the entrances of 
" the palace were fet open, and 
'* eVtery one who fympathifed in-, 
*' his happinefs was joyfully wei-'-'^ 
*' corned. Iii the midft of the 
" throng "— 

' ■ ■ ■ The - 
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The Sicilian paufed. ■ A tnun- 
■bling expectation fufpcnded our 
breath. ^ 

** In the miilft of the throng," 
continued the prifoncr, "appeared 
" a Francifcan monk, to whom 
" -my attention Was direifbed by a 
*' perfon who fat next tona« at 
" table. He was ftandine mo- 
" tionlefs like a marble fJillar. 
*' His Ihape was tail'aod thin ; bis 
'* face pale and gliafily ; liis afpedt 
" grave and mournful ; ""hii eyes 
" were fised on the new married 
" couple. Thejoy which beamed 
" on the face of every one prc- 
*' ftnt, appeared not on his. His 
" coiin- 
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"** countenance' never once va- 

*' ried, He feemed like a 

" ftatiie among living perfons. 
:*' Suchanobjei5t,appeariBgamidft 
" the general joy, fttuck me more 
" forcibly from its contraft with 
"■ every thing around Bie. It lefc 
*' oji my m'tntt fo durable an im- 
^'" prcflio^, that frofti it alone I 
" have been enabled (which would 
*' othcrwifc. have, been impof- 
** fibU) r» recoiled the fea- 
*' tunfs of this Francifcan monk 
" in* tfie Ruffian ofEcer ; for, 
'* without doubt, you mull have 
■*• already conceived, that the 
" perfon I have defcribed was no 
■" other than yougsArminian. 

" I 
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" I frequently attempted to 
" wididraw my eyes from this 
" figure, but they returned in- 
*' voluntarily, and found bifn al- 
" ways unaltered. I pointed hiai. 
'* out to the pcrfon who fat neareft 
" to me on the' other fidtf", and he 
" did the fame fo the yrfon 
" next to him. In ;i*few jni- ' 
*' nutes a. general curiofity and af- 
'• toniIhment..pervaded the *hole 
•* company. The ^converfatioo. 
*' languidied ; a general filence 
" fuccecded; the monk did not 
*' interrupt it. He continued 
*' motionlefsj and always the 
" fame ; his grave and mournful 
" looks conft«)irly .fixed upon the 
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** new-married couple : His ap- 
" pearance ftrack ^vcry one with 
*' terror. The young Countefs 
" alone, who found the tranfcrip: 
" rf her own fqrrow in the face of 
" the ftrangerj beheld with & 
*' fuUen fitisfadioB the only ob- 
'*.jcft that.fecmed to- fympathize 
K. in her fijpferings. • T^c- crowd 
" infenlibly ditninifljed. It was 
" paft midnight. Th^mufic be* 
" canne faint and languid; the ta* 
*' pers grew dim, and many of 
" them went our. The convcr- 
" fation declining by degrees, loft 
" icfclf at laft: in fecrcf murmurs 
" and the faintly illuminated hall 
" was nearly dcferted. — n— The 
r IM Monk-. ' 
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" Monk, in the mean time, con"- 
*' tinued motiofllefs,; his grave 
" and n^ournful look ilitl- fixed on 
" the new-married coyplc. The 
■'* company at length rofe i^om 
** the table. The guells difper- 
** fed. The femily affemblcd m 
.*" afeparategroup, and the Monk, 
** though uhinvited,* continudU 
" near them. How it happened 
" that no.perfon Ipoke to hitti, T 
•' cannot conceive." 

. " The female, friends now fur- 
" rounded the trembling bride, 
" who caft a fupplicating anddtf- 
" trefled look on the awful ftran-f 
"' geri hedid not anfwer it. The 

. " gentlemen * 
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■*' gentlemen aflemblcd in the fame 

•" manner around the bridegroom. 

' >* A folemn and anxious filcnce 

■" prevailed among tiiem. — How 

" happy we are here together, 

*' faid at length the old lAiarquis, 

'* who alone feemed not to behold 

*' theftranger, or afleaft feemed to 

*' behold him without difmay:— *■ 

*' How happy we are here toge- 

" rher, and my fon Jeronymocan- 

" not be vith us I — " 

"..Have you invited him, and 
*' did not he anfwer your invita- 
" tion? — afked the Motlk. It was 
*' the firlt time he had fpokcn; 
■*' We looked athjm alarmed." 

M 2 " Alas! 
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" Alas 1 He is g^e to a place- 
« from whenccthere is no return j. 
•> —anfwered the old man,— Re- ' 
" verend father ! You mifunder- 
" flood me. My fon Jcronymo 
^ is de«d. — " 

" Perhaps he only fears to.ap- 
•' pear in this company i— replied 
" the Monlc.— Who knows feii» 
•* your fon Jcronymo may be filu- 
.. ated' Let him now he»r the voice 
, •■ »hi<^ heard the laje'^jpefire 






yoorfon Lorenzo to coll 

"What does he mejn ! 

■ whifpered the company one to 

1' another. Lorenzo changed 

«, colour. 
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■«< colour. My own hair began 
" to ftand &n my head." 

" In the mean time the Monk 
" approached a fideboard. Hfe 
« took a gUrs of wine aqd bring- 
" ing it to his lips— To the mc- 
" moiy ofourdcar Jeronymo! — 
" faid he.— Every oqe who loved 
" the deceafed will follow my 
*• Example.—" 

" "Where ever you g^e from, 
** reverend father !---^xtlaimed 
"** the old Marquis — You have 
" pronounced a dearly beloved 
■y name, and you are welcome.,, 
-f herCi*- 
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*•' here i — then turning to us be 
" ofFered us full glaflis. — Comcj 
" my friends ! Let us not be fur- 
** pafled by a ftranger. The 
■ " memory of my fon^Jeronymo!--"" 

" Never, I believe, was any '■ 
" toaft lefs heartily received.'' 

■ '* There is one glafs ieftj— 
" faid the Jl^arquis,—\Why d»s.i 
" my fon Lorenzo refufe to pay 
" this friendly tribute ?'--" 

- " Lorenzo trerablit^; recdved- 
" theglafa from the hands of the, 
" Monk; tremblingly he put it 
'* to his lips."'My dearly beloved 
* « brother 
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** brother Jcronymo! — he hefi- 
" tatingly pronounced, and feized 
■*.' with horror he replaced the 
" glafs unemptied." 

. ". Thrs is thevoiceof my itiur- 
■ ■''^-dcrer ! — exclairtwd a terrible 
*^ figure which appeared inftima- 
** ifcoully in the mtdft of us, co* 
** vered wich blood,, and disfi- 
V guted with horrible wounds."* 

*' But afk nothirjg further from 
'f me," added the Sicilian with 
every Tymptom of horror in his 
countenance, *' I loft my fenfes 
" the moment I looked at this ap- 
'*' patiticn. The fame .happened 
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•• to every one prefcnt. When 
•' we rccovercd> the Monk and 
" the ghofl: had difappeared. 
" Lorenzo was in the agonies 
*' of death, Hfe was carried 
'" to bed in the raoft dreadful 
" convulfions. No perlbn <8tcnd- 
•' ed him but his Gonfeffor and 
" the forrowful old Marqi^ in 
'" whofe prcfencc he expired.™ 
" The Marquis died a few w'eeks 
" after him. Lorenzo's fecret is 
*' concealed in the bofom of the 
*' Prieft,' who receivcd^is laft 
« confelTion i no perfon ever le jrat 
■ « -what it was." 

'•« Sooa 
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■** Soon after this event, a well 

:" was cleaned in the farm yard of 

*• the Mirfuis'j villa. Ic had been 

" difufed many years, and was al- 
-** tnoft cloflfcl up by fhrubs and 
■'" old trees. Aflteletonwasfound 

** among the rubbifli. The houfe, 
"■*' where this happened, is now no 

** more J the family del M, ... is 
'V cxtinfb, and Antonia's tomb 
"*!'' may be feeo in a Convent not 
"*' for froff) Salerno." 



' Terror and aftoniflimenr kept 

'tis filcnt. « You fee," continued 

t-the Sicilian, " You fee how my 

" acquaintance 
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" acquaintance with this Ruffian 
" officer, Arminian, or Francifcan 
" Friar has originated. Judge 
** whether I had not caufe to 
" tremble at the figffc of a being, 
•* who has twice placed himfelf in ' 
** my way in a manner fo terrible." 

" I beg ybu will anfwer me 
" one queftion more," faid th& 
Erince, r-ifing froiri his feat; — '• 
" Hav^ you been always fincere 
" in your account of the Che-- 
*' valitr ?" 

" Yes, my Pfincej tothebcfi: 
" of my knowledge."-;- 
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"■■ You leally believed him ta 
*< be an honeft man ?" 

" I did;, by Heaven! I be- 
« iieved him to be an honeft. 
•*■ man."-—— 

" Even at the time that he 
" gave you the ring ?"— — 

" How! He gave me no ring. 
" I did not fay that he gave me 
" 'th? ring,'.' ' 

" Very well !" faid the Prince, 
pulling the bell, and preparing to 
depart. " And you believe," (go- 
ing back. to the prifonei) "that", 

" the 
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" the ghoft of the Marquis ie 
** Lanoyt whick the Ruffian oflker , 
"■ introduced after your apparition, 
'** was a real ghoft ?"— 

*' I cannot think ethcrwifc,"— 

*' Let us go !" faid the Prince, 
addreffing himfelf to iis. The 
Jailor came in. " We have done s" 
fiiid the Prince to hinn. ** As for 
" you," turning to the prifoner, 
« you ftiall hear farther from 



" I am tempted to aflc your 

•* Highneis the laft qucftion you 

," propofed to the Conjurer j" 

Taid 
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Skid I to the Prince, when- we 
were aWne. "- Do you believe 
** the fecond ghofl: to have been a- 
** real one?" — 

" I! believe it? No, not 
** now, moft affuredly."— 

•* Not now ? Then you have 
** once believed it.."— 

« 1 confefs I was tempted for 
•* a moment to believe it to 
" have been fomething mote 
" than the contrivance of ajug- 
" gler."— 

« And 
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*' And I could wilh to fee the 
■" man, who under fiitiTlar cir- 
•" cumftanccs would not have 

'* formed the fame fuppofitiori. 

*' But what reafons have you for 
'" altering your opinion? What 

" the prifoner has related of the 

" Arminian ought to increafc, 
•" rather than diminifti your belief 

" in his fupernatural powers." — 

V " What this wretch has related 
■*' of him," faid the Prince, inter- 
rupting me very gravely. '* I 
'* hope" continued he, "you have 
** not now any doubt that we have . 
" had to do with 3 villain." — 

•" No.; 
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•«' No J but muft his evidence 
' on that account '■— 

" The -evidence of a villairil 
' Soppofe I had no other reafon 

• for dotibt, the evidence of fuch 

• a perfon can be of no weight 

* againft comnwn fenfe, and ef- 
•.tablillied truth. Docs a man 
' who has already -tJecelved me 
' fevcral times, and whofef trade 
' it is to deceive, does he deferve 
' to be heard in a caufe, in v.!iich 
' the unfupported teftimony of 
' even the molt fincere adherent 
'■ to truth could not be received ? 

* Ought we to believe a man 
'* who perhaps never once fpoke 

"^' truth 
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", truth for its own fake? Does^- 
". fucb a man deferve credit, when 
" he appears as evidence againft- 
** human reafon and the eternal 
" laws of nature? Would it not 
" be as abfurd as to admit the 
" accufationof apcrfonnotoriout 
_" ]y infamous, ag^init unblemilh.- 
*• cd and reproachlcfs iono— 
*' cence V — 

'* But what motives could hc- 
" have for giving fo great a cha- 
" rafter to a man whom he has fo 
" many reafons to hate ?" — ■ 

" I am not to conclude that he 

" can have no motives for doing 

" this, becaufc I am unable to 

*• comprehend 
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* comprehended them. Do I 
**- know who has bribed him tj> » ;.. . • 
•* deceive me ? I confefs I can- 
" not penetrate the whole c«n- ,^ J \ 
*' texture of his plan ; but h^ l*S ."" 
" certainly done a material «y)|^ji.\ ^ V 
<' to the caufe he contends for, by 
" Ihewing himfelfat leaft an im- 
•* poftor, and perhaps fomething 
•*" worfc." — 



" The circumftance of the ring, 
' I allow, appears fufpicious." — 

•' It is more than fufpicious; ic 

' is dccifive. He received this 

' ring from the murderer, and ac 

' *he moment he received it, he 

N "" " muft 
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" onuft have been certain that it 
" was from the murderer. - Who 
" but the a0a.Qin could have taken 
" from Jeronymo's finger a ring, 
*' 'which he undoubtedl}' never was 
" without ? Tbroughaut the 
•' whole of his narratioo theSict- 
** Han has' laboured to perfuatfc 
'* us, that while he was endeavou r- 
" ing to deceive Lorenzo^ Lo- 
'* renzo was in reality deceiving 
" him. Would he have had rc- 
** coiirfe to this fubterfuge, if hi 
*• had not been fenfible that he 
" fhduld lofe much in our confi- 
" dence, by confefling himlelf an 
" accomplice with the affaffin ? 
** The whole ftory is vifibly no- 
" thing 
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« thing but a feries of impofturcs, 
** invented n^erely to conneft the 
" few trmhs he has thaughc pro- 
" per to give us. Ought I then, 
** to hefitate in difbelieving the 
** eleventh aflcrrion of a perfon 
*' who has already deceived me 
** ten times,, rather than admit a 
** vioktion of the fundai-nencal 
** laws of nature, which I have 
•* ever found in the moft perfcft 
" harmony."— 

" I have nothing ta reply to 
" all this, — but the apparition we 
" faw is tg mc not the lefsincom- 
'*■ prehenfiblc."— 

■■.^ ■ N s- "It 
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'* It is alfo incomprehenfible to 
" me, although I have been 
" tempted to find a key to it." — 

" HowJ" 

" Do not you reoJlefl, that the 
•' fecond apparition, as foon as 
" iic entered, walked direftly up 
« to the altar, toc^ the crucifix 
*' in his hand, and placed hioifctf 
« upon the carpet.?"—* 

*' It appeared (6 to me." 

*' And this crucifii^ accorditja 

« to the Sicilian's confeflion, Wfi 

•« a condoftor. You fee that the 

-« ap- 



THE GHOST-SEER. 197 
' apparition haftened to make 
' himfelf clearical. Thus the 
' blow which. Lord Seymour 
' ftfuck him with his fword muft: 
' of neccfliey be incffcftual ; the 
' eleiftric ftroke difabled his 
*■ arm." 

" This is tme witbrefpcifl to 
' the fword. But the piftol fired 
' toy the Sicilian, the ball of which 
' rolledflowly upon the altar ?" — 

" Are you- convirrced that this 

* was the fame ball which w.is 

* fired from the piftol ? Not to 
' mention thac the puppet, or the 
*■ man who rcprcfented the gfioft, 

" may 
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** may have been fo wcH accout- 
*' red as to be invulnerable by 
" fwords or bullets ; but confider 
" who had loaded the piftols." — 

" True," faid I, and a fudden 
■light darted into my mind j ^* The 
*' Ruffian officer had loaded them, 
" but it was in oar prefcncie. — 
■** How could he have deceived 
■ « us ?■• 

" Why fhould he nor have 
** deceived us f Old you fufpefl: 
« him fufficiently toobferve him? 
" Did you examine the ball, be- 
" fore it was put into the piftol"? 
^' It may have been one of quick- 
'« filver 
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filver or clay. Did you take 

■ notice ■whether the RufHan of-' 

■ ficer really put it into the bar- 
' rel, or dropped it into his oiher 
' hand ? But fuppofing that he 
' aftoally loaded the piftols, what 

* i; to convince yoo that he did- 

• not leave rhcm behind him and 
' take fome unloaded ones into 
' the room where the ghoft ap- 

' peared ? He might very eafily . 
' have exchanged them while we 
' were undrefling. No perron 
' ever thought of noticing him in 
' particular. }t is befides very 
' poflible that the figure, at the 
' moment when we were pre- 
' vented from feeing it by the 
" fmokc 
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" fmoke of the piftol, might have 
" dropped another ball on the 
It altar. — Which of thefe conjcc- 
" turs is impoffibie. ?"■ 

" You are right, my Prince. 
•* But that ftriking refemblance 
" to your deceafcd friend ! I 
" have often fecn him withyoti, 
" and 1 immediately recognized 
•* him in the apparition." — 

" I did the fame, and I muft 
" confcfs the illufion was com- 
" pleie. But as the Juggler, from 
*' a few fccret glances at the fnuff- 
" box, was able to give to his 
" apparition fuch a likenefs as 
" deceived 
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" d«ccived us both ; what was to 

" prevent the Ruffian officer, who 

" had .ufcd the box during the 

" whole time of fupper, who had 

" liberty to obferve the pifturc un- 

« noticed, and to whom.I had dif- 

•* covered in confidence the pcr- 

" fon it reprefentcd, what was ta 

" prevent him from, doing the 

•* fame ? Add to this what has 

« been before obfervcd by the 

- " Sicilian, that the prominent 

" features of the Marquis were fo 

'* ftriking as to be cafily imitated; 

" what now remains to be exr 

** plained refpcfting the fccond 

-"ghoft?" 

« The 
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" The words he uttered, tht 
" information* ht gave you abou'c 
'* your friend."' ■ "" 

« What? Did not the Juggler 
" affure us , that from the little 
' which he had ieami from me, 
' he had compofed afimilar ftory,^ 
■* Does not this prove that the 
' invention was obvious and na- 
' tural ? Befide^, the anfwcrs of 
' the ghoft, like thofe of an ora- 

* cle, were fo obfcure, that he 

* was in no danger of being de- 
' tefted in a falfehood. If the 

* man who perfonated the gty>ft 

* polTcflcd fagacity andprefenccdf 
' mind, and knew ever fo IlttJe 

"of 
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'* of the aSiir on ■which he was 
" confolred, to what iength might 
" not he hare carried the -dc- 
" ccption? 

■^< Pray confider, my Princ*, how 
" much preparation fuch a com'- 
" plicated artifice would have re- 
** quired from the Arminian; what 
*' 3 time it requires to paint a face 
" with fufficient. exadlnefs ; what 
" a time would have been requi- 

" fite to inftfuift the pretended 
"" ghoft, fo as to guard him againft 

*' grofs errors; what a degree of 
" -minute attention to regulate 
'** every attendant or adventitious 
'^l circumftancc which might be 
-" ufcful 
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" ufeful or dccrimental ! And re*- 
** member, that theRuffian officer 
" was abfent but half an hour. Was 
" that (hort fpace fufficicnt to 
" make even fuch arrangements 
" as were indifpenfible ? Surely 
" not, my Prince. Even a Dramas 
" tic writer, who has the leaft de- 
*' fire to preferve the three terrible 
" unities of AriftotJe, durft not 
" venture to load the interval be>. 
" tween one aft and another, with 
" fuch a variety of adion, or to 
" fuppofe in his audience fuch a 
** facility of belief. 

" Whar? Tou think it abfa- 

" lutely inipoITiblc that every ne- 

" ccflary 
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** ceflary preparation fijould have 
•* bieen made in the fpace of half 
•* an hour?"- "" ' 

" Indeed, I look upon it as 
'*' almoft innpoffible."— — 

" I do cot underftand this ex- 
•' prelfion. Docs it militate a- 
" gainft the laws of time and 
" fpace, or of matter and motion, 
-'*' that a man fo ingenious and 
" fo expert as this Arminian 
" muft neccJTariljr be, affifted by 
*' agents whofe dexterity and a- 
" cutenefs arc probably not infe- , 
'* riortohis ownj provided with . 
-*' fuch means and inftruments'as , 
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** a manof this profeffion is never 
** without J is it impofiible that' 
•* fuch a maiii favoured by fiich- 
** circumftanccs, Ihould effeft fo- 
" much in fo fliort a time? Is it 
" abfurd tofappofc, that by avery 
** ftriall number of words or figns, 
" he can convey to his affiftants 
" very extenfive commifFions and 
** dired very complex operations? 
<« — ^Nothingought to be admitted 
" againft the eflabliftied laws of 
" nature, unlefs It is fovnething 
" with which thefe laws are ab- 
" folucely incompatible. Would 
" you rather give credit to a mi- 
" racle, than a^lmit an improba- 
" bility ? VVoutd you folve a 
•' difficulty 
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** difficulty Mthcr by ov«pturning 
" the powers of nature thia by 
'* believing an artful and uncom- 
** mon combinaiioB of them ?" — 

'• Though the fiifl: will not 
* juftify a conchtfion fuch as you 
«' have condemned, yoti mud 
•' however grant that it is far be- 
" yond our conception."—— 

" I am altnoft tempted to dif- 
« putc even this," faid the Prince, 
with a farcaftic fmile. " What 
•* would you fay, my dear Count, 
«' if it fliouM be proved, for in- 
*• ftance, that the operations of 
*' the Arminian were prepared 
'* and 
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•* and carried on, not only during 
" the half hour that he was abfent 
*• from us; not only in hafte and' 
" incidentally, but during the 
" whole evening and the whole 
« night ? You recolieA that the 
*' Sicilian employed nearly three 
" hours in preparation."^^— 

" The Sicilian ? Yes, my 
*' Prince."- 

" And how will you convjnw 
*' me that this Juggler had not as 
" much concern in the fecontl 
" apparition as in the firft ?" 

" How, my Prince."^— 

« That 
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*' That he was not the prin- 

" cipalaffiftant of the Arminian ? 

■ *1 III a word, bow will you con- 

" vi'ncc me -that they- did not 

'* co-operate ?"■ 

'" It would be a difEculc talk to 
*' prove that they did;" exclaimed 
I, with no little furprife. 

** Not fo difficult, my dear 
•* Countj as you imagine. What! 
'* Could it have happened by mere 
**■ chance that thefc two men 
**' Ihould form a defign fo excra- 
*' ordinary and fo complicate up- 
" on the fameperfon, at the fame 
" time, and jn the^fame place? 
O « Could 
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'* Could mere chance have pro- 
" duced fiich anexaft harmony 
" between their operationsj-^thit' 
*• one of them Ihould appear 
*' as- if fubfervient to the 
•' otiicr? Suppofe the Arminian- 
" has intended to heighten the 
•* effcift of his deception, by intro- 
•' ducing it after a lefs refined 
" one i that he has created a. 
•* HeiStor to make himfelf an 
" Achilles^ Suppofe he has done 
** alt this to fee what degree of 
" credulity he (hould find in mc^ 
" to examine the avenues to my 
** confidence ; to famliiarife him- 
" fcif with his fubjed by an at- 
'* tempt 
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' tempt that might have mif- 
' carried without any prejudice to 
' his plan ; in a word, to try the 
' inftrumenton whichheintendctl 
• to play. Suppofc he has done 
' this with a defign to draw my 
' attention on himfclf, in order 
' to divert it from another ohjeift 
' more important to his defign. 
' Lafl:ly,fuppofi: he withes to have 

■ imputed to the Juggler, fomt 

■ indireft methods of information 
which himfclf- has had occafion 

■ to praiftile." 

"- What do you mean ?" 
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" It is poffible tliat he rfiayhare 

■ bribed ibme of my fcrvants, 

■ to give him fomc fecret in- 

■ tcUigcnce, or perhaps fomc pa- 

■ pers which may fcrve his pur- 

■ pofe. One of my domefticks 

■ has abfconded. What reafon 
' have I to think that the Armi- 
' nian is not concerned in his 

■ leaving me? Such a connexion, 

■ howeverj if it exifts, may be ac- 

■ cidentally difcovered j a letter 

■ may be intercepted; a fervant, 

■ who is in the fecret, may betray 

■ his truft. Now all the confe- 

■ quenceof the Arminian is def- 
' royed, if I detedt the fource of 

■ -his omnifciencc. He therefore 

" iotroduces 
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' intio'duccsthisJuggler,whomuft 

■ be fuppofed to have the fame or 

■ fome other dcfign upon me. 

■ He takes care to give me ear- 
' ly notice of hlffl,- and his 

■ intentions, fo that whatever I 
' may hereafrerdifcovcr, my fuf- 
' picions muft neceffarily reft up- 
' on the Sicilian. This is the 
' puppet \Vich which he amnfes 
' me, wliilft he himfelf, ur.obfer- 
' ved and unfufpefted, is entan- 
* glingme in invifible fnares." — 

" We will allow this. Btic Is 

' it confiftcnt v/ith tlie Arminian's 

' plan, that he himfelf Hiould dc- 

' ftroy the illufion which he h?.-s 

" crcateJ, , 
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" created, and difclofc the myf- 
" teriesof his fcicnce to the eyes 
" of the profane ?" 

" What myfterics does he dlf- 
-*' clofe ? None, furely, which he 
*' intends to pradife on me. He 
" therefore )ofes nothing by the 
*' difcovery. But on the other 
" hand, what an advantage will 
" he gain, if this pretended vic- 
" tory over juggling and decep- 
" tion, fliould render mc fecure 
" andunfufpefling; ifhefueceeds 
*• in diverting my attention from 
*' the right quarter than him- 
'■ felf, and in fixing my wavering 
■" fufpicions on an objeft the moll 
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•' remote from the real one? 
■*' Ifat any time, ekher from my 
*' own doubts, or at the fiiggef- 
•« lion of another, I fliould be 
•«' tempted to feek in the oGcuh 
-*• fciences for a key to his myfte- 
■** rious wonders, how could he 
*' better provide againfl: fuch an 
" enquiry, than by contrafting 
-•' his prodigies with the tricks 6f 
■" the JiTggier ? — By confining the 
*' latter within artTficial limits, 
■*' and by delivering, as it were, 
** into my hands a fcalc by which 
■" to appreciate them, he naturally 
*' exalts and perplexes my ideas 
" of the former. How many fuf- 
*' picions he precludes by this 
" Hn^le 
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•• Cngle contrivance 1 How many 
** nrtcthods of accounting for his 
** miracles, which might aftcr- 
" wards have, occurred to me, he 
" refutes beforehand !" — 

*' Butincxpofingfuchafiniflied 
** deception, he has very much 
** counterafl:ed his own intcreft, 
" both by quickening the pcne- 
" tration of thofe whom he meant 
" to impofCupon, and by ftag- 
*• gering their belief of miracles ia 
" general. If he had fuch a plan-, 
** your Highnefs's felf is the belt 
" proof of its infufEciency.— " 

" Perhaps he has been miftaketi 

*' in refpeft to myfcif; ^fit his 

'S»on- 
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■ conclufions have neverthelefa 

■ been well founded. Could he 

■ forefee that I ihould cxaftly 

' notice the very circmnftance . 
' which expofes the whole artU 
'■ fice i Was it in his plan, 
' that the creature he employed 
' fhould be fo communicative ? 
' Are we certain thac the Si- 

• cilian has not far exceeded 
' his commiffion ? He has un- 
' doubtedly done lo with refpeft 

• to the ring, and yet it is chiefly 

• this fingle circwmftancc which 
' determined my diftrult in him. 
' A pi«n, whofe contexture is fj 
' artful and refined, is eafily 
' fpoiied in the execution by an 

" aukward 
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'' aukward JBftrunrtent. U cer- 
•" tainiy was not the Arnfiinian'-s 
*' intention, that the Juggler 
*' fliould fpeak to us in the ftyfc of 
■•• a mountebank, that he ftiould 
*' endeavour to impofe upon us 
*' fuch fables as are too grofs to 
-*' bear the leaft reflcjaion. For 
*' infta-ncej with what countenance 
« could this impc^or affirm, that 
*' the miraculous being he fpoke 
*' of, renounces ail comnrcrcewicfi 
" mankind at twelve in the night? 
" Did not we fee him among us 
" at that very hour ?"— 

*' That is true. He muft have 
*' forgot it." — 

"people 
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'■** People of this defcription 
■* naturally ovcrafl their • parts, 
" and by exceeding every limit of 
"" credibility marthecffefts which 
*' a well managed deception is 
" calculate4(to produce." — 

« I cannot, however, yet pre- 
■*' vail on myfelf to look upon the 
*• whole as a mere contrivance of ■ 
" art. What! the Sicilian's ter- 
** ror J his convulfive fits; his 
" fwoonj the deplorable fituation 
*' in which we faw him, and which 
*' was even fuch as to move our 
'"■ pity } were all thefe nothing 
" more than the mimickry of an 
•■*< aftor? 1 allow that a Ikilful 
" per- 
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" performer may carry imitatiorr 
** to a ,very -high pitch, but he 
*' certainly has no power over the 
*' organs of life." — 

" As for that, i^ friend, I- 
*' have fecn Richard the third by 
"■ Garritk. But were we at that 
" momenr fufficiently cool to be 
■ " capable of obferving difpaffion- 
" aiely ? Could we judge of the 
" emotion of tht- Sicilian, when 
" we were almoft overcome by our 
" own? Befides, the decifivecrifis 
" even of a deception is fo mo- 
" mentous to the deceiver him- 
*' felf, that exceflive anxiety may 
" produce in him fymptoms as 
" violent 
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■violent as thofe which furprifc 

■ excites io the deceived. Add 

■ to this the unexpefted entrance 

• of the watch."— 

" I am gUd you mention that, 
' my Prince, would thcArminian 

■ have ventured to difcover fuch 
' an infamous fcheme to the eye 
' of jufticc } to expofc the fide- 

* lity of his creature to fuch a 

* dangerous tcft ? And for what 
' purpofe f" — 

" Leave that matter to him, 
' he is no doubt acquainted with 
■' the people he employs. Do we 

• know what fecrct ciimes may 

" have 
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" have fecured him the difcretion- 
** of this man ? You have been 
" informed of the office he holds. 
" at Venice i what difficulty will * 
** he find in faving a man, of ' 
*' whom himfelf is "the only ac- 
" cufcr ?"— 

[This fuggeftion of the Prince 
was, but too \vell juftified by the 
event. For, feme days after,, 
on enquiring after the prifoner, 
■we were told that he had efcaped,, 
and had not fmce been heard 
of.] ■ . 

" You a(k what could be bis 
*' motives for delivering this man 
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••'mto the hands of jultice?" Con- 
tinued the Prince. " Bf what 
•* other method, except this vioi 
'* \eat one, could he have wretted 
" from the Sicilian fiich an infa- 
*' mou3 and improbable confef^ 
** fion, which, however, was mate- 
" rial to the fuccefs of his plan i. 
" Who but a man, whofe cafe is 
" defperate, and who has nothing, 
, " to lofc, would confent to give 
" fo humiliating an account of 
" himfelf? XJnder what other 
■ *' circumftances than fuch as thefe 
" could we have believed fuch a 
" confeffion i" 



I 
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" I grant all this, my Prince, 
*' The two apparitions-were mere 
•' contrivances of art. The Si- 
" cilian has ionpofcd upon us a 
" tate which the Arminian his 
*' mafter had previouily taught 
" him. The efforts of both have 
" been dircfted to the fame end, 
« and from this mutual intelli- 
" gcnce all the wonderful incidents 
" which have aftonilhed us in this 
■" adventure may be cafiJy es- 
" plained. But the prophecy of 
" the fquare of St. Mark, that 
« firft miracle, which, as it were, 
*' opened the door to all the reft, 
" remains ftill unexplained; and 
" of what ufe is the key to all his 
" other 
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•* Other wonders, if wc dtfpair of 
•* refolvmg chis fingie one ?"— 

" Rather irtvert the propoficion, 
•< my dear Count, and fay, whrt 
" do all thefc wonders prove, iff 
** caudenfienftratethatafingleone 
** among tliem is a manifeft de- 
** cepcion ? The prediflion, I 
" own, is above my conception. 
« If ir flood alone; if the Ar- 
". miniaa had clofed the fcenc 
" with it, I confefs I do not 
" know how far I might have 
" been carried. But in the 
*'■ l>afe alloy with which it 
" is mixed, it iS' tferta-inly fufpi- 
*'■ eious. "EiiTie may explain, or 
P " not 
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" not explain it ; but believe me, 
" my friend !" added the Prince, 
taking my hand, with a grave 
countenance. *' A man, who 
" can command fupernatural.pow- 
" ers, has no occafion to employ 
*• thearts t>fa juggler; he defpifes 
" them." 



Thus, fays Count O . . . . ended 
a converfation, which I have re- 
lated intirej'becaufe it fiiews the 
difficulties which were to be over- 
come, before the Prince could be 
efFcftually impofed upon. I hope 
it may free his memory from 
.the imputation of having- blindly 
' and. 
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and inconfidcratcly thrown him- 
. felfinto a fnare, which was fpread 
for his deftruifHon by the mod 
unheard of, and diabolica! wick- 
ednefs. Not all thofc, who at the 
moment I am writing this are, per- 
haps, fmiiingcontemptuouny at the 
Prince's credulity ; not all thofe, 
who in the fancied fuperiority 
of their own underltandings, 
think themfelvcs entitled to 
condemn ..him.; not all thofe, I 
apprehend, would have refut- 
ed this firft attempt with fo 
much firmnefs. If afterwiirds-, 
notwithftanding this happy pre- 
.pofleffion, we witnefs his down- 
.falj ; if we fee that the black de- 
P 2 figa 



3i8 HHt, GHOSt-SElft-. 

■ fign, againft which, at its veiy 
Opening, he was thus providfn- 
tially wafncd, is finally fuccefeful^ 
vrc are not fo much inclined to 
ridicule his wcaknefs, as ■ to be 
aftonifhed at the infamous inge- 
nuity of a plot, which could de- 
duce an underflanding fo admira- 
bly prepared. ConfiderationS of 
intcreft have no influence in my 
teftimony. He, who alone would, 
be thankful for it, t& now no 
more. His dreadful deftiny is 
accomplilhed. His foul has long 
fince been purified before the 
throne of truth, where mine muft 

■ likcwife fiiortly appear. But for 
the fake of juftice,— and X hope 

the 
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=)the inT(Jimtary tear, which now • 
^flows at the remembrance of my 
iriead, wijl be pardoned,-^for thic 
Jake of jufticel now declare it: 
He was ag^oeroas man, and would 
have been an ornaaient to the 
-throne; which, fcduced by the 
mott infernal artifices, he at- 
tempted afcend, by the com- 
■miflionof a crime. 



THE tranflator gf this h'rig- 
■ment, which ends with the above 

reflexions of Count O irt 

order to remove the uncertainty 

in which the reader is left, as to 

thfr 
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■ the conclufion of thcfe extraordi- 
nary adventures, and paiticularly 
with a view to explain fome allu- 
fiona in the concluding paragraph, 
has thought it ncceffary to fub- 
join a few particulars, in addition 
to what appears in the original. 

The Giflj?-5*«r was firft publifhed 
in a German periodical work of the 
name ofTbalia, in detached parts. 
It appeared at a time when the 
feift of the Illuminated, as it is cal- 
led, was beginning to extend itj^lf 
very rapidly in Germany. Theft 
people, it is well known, were 
accuftomed to feduce the ignorant 
and the fuperftitious, by extrava- 
gant 



THE GHOST-SEER. sji 
gant and incrediblc-tales of fuper- 
natural povers and appearancest 
This ftory being calculated in 
fome meafure, to expo fc tlicfe mi- 
raculous accounts would, ofcourfc, 
bereceived with avidicy; the edi- 
tor was therefore induced ro pub- 
lilh the moft incerefting part ina 
fmall volume by itfclf; and it is 
from fuch a feparate edition that 
the pnefcnt iranQation has been 
made. 

. The conchilion of, thcfc adv-en- 
tures is relatei^, though very iin- 
perfeftly, in the periodical work 
above-mentioned. It is princi-. 
pally to be gathered from a very 
long corrcfpondence between the 
I'rince 
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PrJnCjC »nd Cnutjc O . . . . . cWe^ 
on met^hyrKtU fub^eSs^ T&cTe 
JettCTs arc very voluminous, and 
•3$ the CftnflatQr hfts not Jeen dum 
for feveril yean, the annexed tc- 
count muft -of oourie be very "im- 
■pcrfcSt, a» it is written enttrely 
Irom recolkdbn. 

It appears, however, from the 
fcquel, that the pcrfon fo often 
mentioned in the preceding work, 
-under the name of the Armiman, 
was a Roman Catholic pricfl:. In 
his attempts upon the Prince, he 
a<5ted under the influence and di- 
rection of the Holy Inquifition. 
The dcflgn of this venerable and 
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^nligktcDed body wafe to gain him 
over to the Cathoiic religion, in 
order to make him at fome future 
-period, the inftniment of diffemi- 
-nating it among his fubjefts. 
Among the unaccountable abfur- 
4ities in human nature it n:iay be 
• remarked, "'that the zeal for mak- 
ing profclytes will frequently urge 
men to the commiffion of aSs, 
which are diredly inconfiftenc 
' with the doftrincs they are labour- 
-ing to propagate. 

To.the pretended Armlnian, as 

. a man of uncommon talents and 

-of extraordinary art, was intruded 

the conduft of rfws important 

enter- 
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enterpriz?. In- executing a pro- 
jeft fo glorious for the Church,^ 
no means were to be accounted 
criminal, and he was therefore lefc 
to his owndifcreiion- He began 
by fecretly ftudying the Prince's 
charadcr. A German fervanf be- 
longing ro the latter,' who had 
dirippeared in a. very unaccounta- 
ble manner, as mentioned in tlie 
beginning of thefe. adventures-, 
wasj in this refpcft, of great ufe to 
him. This m^n,,ic was fuppofcd, 
had been enticed from the Jcrvice 
of his maftcr by the Anninian, as 
he was afterwards difeovered in a 
conventifitheG;W«Cii, into which 
he had entered as a convert. 

From 
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From his communications the 
Arminian foon learned, that the 
mind of the Prince was particularly 
acccfliblc to fuch ideas as were 
Aiggefted by any rhing extraordi- 
nary or myllerious. In this quar- 
ter therefore ht determined to af- 
fail him. The Sicilian, who was 
known to be uncommonly expert 
in the ins of juggling and leger- 
demain, was employed as his af- 
fittanr. By their joint contrivances 
all the pretended miracles, related 
in the firft part oFrhisvolumej were 
fucceffively produced. The ad- 
venture of the fecond apparition 
was managed nearly according to. 
the Prince's conje£turcs. The 
ghbft 
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ghoft itfclf was a living pcrfoB 
properly equipped, and the whole 
tranfaftion was a mer« d"ecepcion. 

The reader will recolleft th« 
account which was given of. the 
pcrfon whom the Prince engaged 
as fucccflbrto the fcrvantwho had 
left him. This man was alfo an 
agent of the Arminian's. He had 
contrived by fome method, which 
does not appear, to procure a re- 
commendation. to the Prince's ban- 
ker, and by thatpieans to the Prince 
himfclf. The latter foon perceived 
that his new fcrvant poITefled fuch 
, talents and qualities as are very 
fcldom found in a perfon in hrs 
Situation, 
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fituation, and in alhorr time he 
became greatly attached to him. 
The man on his part was not idle ;. 
he loft no opportunity of infinua- 
KnghimfeifintothePrince's favour,. 
in which he at laft fucceedcd Co ef- 
feftnallf, that he became his fole 
confident and gained an entire af- 
cendancy over him. C6an((0 . . . ; 
m the mean time, who was the 
onlypcrfon to-whofejudgmcnt the 
Prince paid any deference, de- 
parted for Cinirland. The Ar- 
rainian and his coUeagge then be- 
gan to ai5t more openly. They 
perceived however that,- in order 
to complete the feduftion of the 
Prince, it would be neccffary to 
* I call 
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call in the aid of female atcra(^ions. 
The principl<fs of the perfon they 
had to deal with were not eaHly 
ftiaken. He had been early in- 
fpired with the moft exalted no- 
tions of ftfifl honour and fteady 
fefolution, and nothing Icfs than 
an entire fubverfion of his facul- 
ties, yas fuiHcient to ovctturn 
them. His new confident go- 
verned -ijjim completely, but he 
could not blind him. The at- 
tachment of one man to another 
' howeverardentitmaybe,as it pro- 
-duces nothing ofthatdifordcr of the 
fenfes, nothing of that delirium in 
the mind, which _ate the ordinary 
effctfts of love, cannot be foeafily 

m- 
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pertrericd totlie purpofcs of de- 
ception. 

They therefore engaged the af- 
iiftance of a young woman of ex- 

■ qulfice beauty, and of a cunning 
and addr^fs not inferior to there 
own. Methods were next to be 
dcvifed to make the Prince fall 
dcfperarely in iovc. The latter 

■on this'occafion was ei^ifted to 
fee fomewhat untraiflable. They 
knew his utter indifference to fe- 
male beauty, and that the mere' 
allurements of fenfe would fail to 
conquer him; In his imagination, 
equally vivid and vifionary, he 

-was alone vulnerable. The young 
woman 
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woman wis thefefoee exbibiced ta- 
hls viewunder fuch circumftaftcea. 
as were calculated to imprefs him. 
The firft time he few her was in a 
foKtary chapel in the midft of a 
ftqueftercd grove. She was titte- 
ling at the foot of the altar in the 
iittitudc and attire of fbmething 
more than mOTtal. In that ligW . 
Jhe appeared to the Prince. Hs 
. was completely fafcinitcd. He re^ 
turned home, and in the heat tif 
his extafy and admirationv htrrei 
■ lated to his confident what Kc had" 
fecn, andintveatcd him,if poflible,. 
to find out this cclcftial objeS. 
The talk, it may bt fuppofed, was 
not diEcuit,--difflct>lties, hOwewN 
were 
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wert pretended in order to cnflame: 
the Prince's paQion, which at 
length, irritated by delays and 
difappointmcnts, became impetu- 
ous and ungoTcrnable. U was 
then thought proper to gratify hts 
vifties.- He was introduced to the 
objed of his adoration. Loft and 
bewildered in a maze of pkafure; 
till then unknown to him, his 
paffion knew no bounds. He re- 
figoe'd himfclf intirely t^ its dic- 
tates, and every ratio*nafand manly 
Jcntimentifas quickly forgotten. 

Enfoared in this manner by the 

United artifices oCa woman and « 

^ieft, the Prince was foon com- 

Q^ pletely 
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pletdy perverted. He, em braced- 
die Cat&olic fiith, and under the 
i^cUpujous pretence of gaiijiiigmU- 
liftgs of d?lyded Pfoteftanrs to the 
truq Churchy he was bfotigfat tq^ 
confcnt to .the murder of .the; 
Prjpcc wh(J barred his .afcjrnt to- 
thc~throne. ■■ The attempt Jioyp- 
^vcr did not fuccecd, and the fame 
p^ribns- who' engaged hinrt in the-* 
dirr#,- infiifted -his puniftiment.' 
To ■ avoid tht dangerof a difcp* 
very, they Bi/patchtid hini by poi-: 
fon, and He died' in ,the;bitterefl^ 
agonics^ of contrition and remorfe. 
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